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Your Pastor’s Ponderings……. 
At the end of August, the Deacons, Music and CE Committees gathered with our programmatic staff to ponder 
what our church’s theme should be for the year. We wanted to be even more intentional in reaching out and 
uniting our members and friends around a common theme. Considering how the coronavirus pandemic keeps 
many of our folks at home and has negatively affected several outlooks and attitudes of life: everyone at the 
Worship Planning Meeting thought we needed to emphasize the connections that tie us together as a family of 
faith and the hope in which our faith keeps us looking toward a bright future. And under this theme, each 
particular church season has its own subtheme which highlights a different facet of Making Connections, 
Nurturing Hope. The Subthemes for the various seasons are: 

From my point of view, it was a total joy to see how such diverse people all came together in a brainstorming 
session and agreed on a way of looking to the future and shaping our worship experience for the year. 
Congregationalists do not always agree, but concerning the future success and health of our church, they do! 

As I pen these words, we are smack dab in the middle of our annual stewardship drive, a time when people 
reflect on the significance of the church in their lives and their financial devotion to our particular family of faith. 
All of you will be asked to think and pray about your financial contribution to the church for 2023.  Some of you 
will discover the joy and wonder of tithing while others will struggle with how to support the church with all 
your other financial obligations. I cannot help you in figuring out what you will specifically give. 

But I do know a few truths about giving. First, the percentage of our income that we offer to the church reflects 
the breadth and depth of our faith. Second, its easier to give to the church first and then live on the rest rather 
than discovering how much you have left to give after you have purchased all you want. The first technique 
endears a faithful process and a way to feel good about your giving while the later course of action always lends 
itself to feeling bad that you do not give much to the church and that your giving seems so dependent upon 
outside forces beyond your control. Third, people that give generously to the church and other entities are 
happier and more content. Fourth, giving to the church helps us to multiply the power of our money by joining it 
with funds from other like-minded givers and allowing the church to reach more people and effect greater 
change. One of the keys to longevity and contentment is to belong to an movement or entity bigger than yourself 
and the church affords this blessing to anyone with ears to hear and eyes to see. Giving to our church not only 
provides a safe inclusive space for anyone in need of such love but it connects us to ministry in Essex, the state of 
Vermont, the United States as well as the world. Our money filters through our church to all sorts of local, 
national and international ministries, all of which you support when you pledge to the church. Fifth, giving to the 
church creates a humble heart which puts us in good stead with our God, our neighbor and ourselves. Having a 
humble spirit that joins with others to effect change in the world and create significant relationships of mutual 
care and trust are all great lessons to pass along to our children and grandchildren. And finally, a financially 
secure church is a healthy and best suited to take advantage of opportunities for ministry. 

Looking forward to giving to our church along with all of you, I am 
Yours in Christ, 
Rev. Mark 

Advent: Lighting the Way 

Christmas: Joyful Connections 

Epiphany: Knowing God, Knowing each Other 

Lent: Renewing Divine Connections 

Easter: Opening Doors, Overcoming Barriers 

Pentecost: Embracing New Possibilities 



 

 

Simon Sez... 
“Where there is no vision, the people perish”--Proverbs 29:18 

I have lost track of how many denominational settings and other churchwide meetings where I hear doom and 
gloom. I have lost track. I hear from church leaders across the United States: people are not showing up like they 
used to; the mainline churches are in a death spiral; Christianity has lost its way. When I hear these sentiments 
repeatedly, I find it difficult not to feel doom and gloom. I remember hearing similar complaints when I was in 
seminary. They say the church is dying; every minister needs to learn to be bi-vocational because there won’t be any 
full-time positions left. It’s any wonder anyone leaves these meetings or seminary education and not have anxiety. I 
am tired of hearing it from our denominational leaders and colleagues. Not to say that they are completely wrong. I 
believe the mainline church, the United Church of Christ, is changing and must change. But I need to hear a clear 
vision, that does not precede the anxious message of doom and gloom. What I want to hear is more hope, more 
vision, and more ways for us to embrace God’s love and spread the good news. 

In our corner of the Christian Church, we are saying no to doom and gloom and saying yes to a vibrant future. The 
pandemic has brought new challenges and revealed old ones. We can seize this moment not to embrace slow decline 
but to embrace the faithfulness that God has a plan. In August, members from various committees gathered together 
to plan a theme and create a vision for the life of our church, in our worship, in our committees, and in everything 
we do. 

This year, our theme (vision) is Making Connections, Nurturing Hope. We want to connect our people to each other 
and to connect to new people. We want to nurture hope at a time when the world is in crisis and when the future 
feels uncertain. In this season of the church, we focusing on Embracing New Possibilities. Possibilities can be found 
in our prayer life. Last month, I preached about what could happen when we pray for peace, settle ourselves, 
breathe deeply, and pray for God’s shining light to encircle a person, new possibilities for their and our lives can be 
manifested and can change lives. 

This month for my sermon, we will read Isaiah 
65. Isaiah speaks of a new heaven and a new 
earth. God is calling us to embrace new 
possibilities to dream big and build. When you 
come to church on November 13, bring your 
ideas for new possibilities and your dreams for 
how we might respond to God’s call. We may not 
discuss them in the service, but I want us to 
dream together and lift them in prayer. 
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Interested in Membership? 
Have you found comfort, courage, peace and challenge coming to First 
Church? Do you love the various musical groups and leaders that feed 
our souls during our two distinct worship services? Do you appreciate 
the passion and way in which our ordained staff bring you lessons from 
scripture that positively guide our lives? Have you simply found a warm 
and loving community within which you have found friendship and a 
community with a shared purpose?  

If you have answered yes to any of these statements, then you are invited to join First Church and lend your talents, 
insights and gifts to our community of faith. Together we are stronger. Together we can continue to change our 
corner of Christ’s kingdom. Together we can commit to a journey with other like minded folks as we search for God’s 
presence and guidance in our lives.  

The New Member’s Class will be in the Marvin Lounge on Sunday, November 6th at 11:30am, right after the second 
service. Lunch will be provided and if you need child care, contact the church office [802 878-5745]. 
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Laurie’s Lens 

Advent is coming! Soon we’ll all be going to pick out our Christmas tree and start 
decorating. I really like the family advent activities that Traci Smith put in her 
book, especially the ones about acts of kindness. I’m hoping you will join in the 
meaningful exercise at your home and with your church family. We all do many 
acts of kindness and maybe you can think of more acts that you can do as we go 
through the season of Advent. When you do one or see one, write it down on a 

paper ornament and hang it on your Christmas tree. If you don’t have your Christmas tree when Advent begins, then 
find a location in your home where you can hang until your tree arrives. Here at FCCEJ all will be encouraged to 
write down and share acts of kindness with your church family by hanging them on the Christmas tree in the 
Sanctuary. The paper ornaments will be on a table beside the tree along with ribbon to hang it. All are encouraged to 
make your own paper ornaments at home to write down your acts of kindness. 

Copies of our new Actions for Advent calendar will be available at the church on November 20 (and throughout 
advent) or we can mail a copy to you, just reach out to us. There will be something to do each day as you ‘walk’ 
through the advent season in preparation to celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

The first Sunday of Advent is November 27. I have a few more copies of Faithful Families for Advent & 
Christmas that I’m happy to distribute. For those of you already have a copy, I may have suggested that 
you pack it away with your Christmas ornaments or with your Thanksgiving items, so that you’d find it 
in time for Advent. Please connect with me on Sunday or send me an email if you are interested in a copy 
of the book. 

 

Christmas Pageant News! 
November brings the preparation for the annual Christmas pageant! This year we are inviting adults to be part of 
our pageant cast. If you are interested, please see me or just come join the Junior and Senior High Youth at the 
pageant reading following the Sanctuary decorating on Sunday, November 20. 

The pageant is performed on Sunday, December 18, at both morning worship services. Children who wish to join the 
pageant and put on a costume of an angel, sheep or shepherd will have a quick rehearsal on December 11 following 
2nd service.  

Feeling too old to dress up in costume for the pageant as an angel, sheep or shepherd but still interested in taking 
part? Come join Jenny Bourn on Sundays November 27th, December 4th & 11th from 9:40 to 10:05am. We’ll learn 
the carols that will be sung during the pageant to help lead the congregation in singing. Find us in the Program 
Room on the 2nd floor.   

Let the season of preparation begin! 

Blessed to be in ministry with you, 

Laurie Chipman 
Christian Education Director 

Climate Hope Card Art Contest 
This project stems from the national setting of the United Church of Christ for children 
and youth under age 18 to draw, paint or color their feelings about climate hope, 
environmental justice, or protecting the Earth. Pick up a sheet at church (or contact 
Laurie to have one sent to you). All entries must be on this special paper.  Return it 
to FCCEJ by November 20 and copies will be made and sent together as a packet (you 
will get your original back). Winners will be announced during an online award 
ceremony on Saturday, January 7th, hosted by the UCC. The winners will have their art 
printed on thousands of Climate Hope Cards (postcards) to be collected by the UCC 
members around the country and ultimately delivered in masse to the White House. 



 

 

Faith Formation 
**Watch for Faith@Home emails in your inbox** 

Faith Formation Peer Groups for 2022-23 

All ages are encouraged to ask questions, as we learn together about Jesus and the love our God has for everyone.   

Did you know that all our volunteers with Faith Formation have been a part of our church family for 6 months or more?   
We run a volunteer background check as well as a child protection registry check and ask that they attend an orientation 
and safe conduct training. Emails about the upcoming Sunday are sent out to the volunteers by Laurie (including an 
outline for their time on Sunday and the lesson plan – all simple and easy to follow). Volunteers are asked to read the weekly 
email and the bible story (a couple of times) before Sunday morning. All items that you need are supplied and ready to be 
collected on Sunday morning.  Interested in joining the team of volunteers? Contact Laurie lchipman@fccej.org. 

Young Apostles  
(3rd – 5th graders & a Parent/Grandparent) 

Recreation, mission projects, laughing & talking, and, most important, creating bonds that will steer our children into 
lasting friendships in their teen years. This is all found in Young Apostles.  

On October 2nd we had a few who attended from 4-5pm and put together 20 Homeless Care Kits for the Burlington 
Health Clinic where Heather Stein works. She personally took them with her to be handed out to those in need. We have a 
couple in our Church Street entryway if you would like to hand one out a person you see who is in need. 

YA will meet next either on January 8th or the 22nd. Be watching for which date and what our activity will be. Maybe 
something in the snow?  Share your thoughts with Laurie at lchipman@fccej.org. 

2022-23 Faith Formation Offering  

Children and youth voted for either Human Society of Chittenden County (received the most votes from the wall of 
organizations given to over the past years) and Church World Service (an organization that helps people all around the 
world with school kits, hygiene kits, emergency clean up buckets, blankets, welcome backpacks and more.  They walk with 
families all over the world as they put food on the table, connect to clean water and build the business they need to thrive).     

Plans are to announce the winner in worship on November 6th and it will also be in the December newsletter.    

Vacation Bible Camp – Hero Central 

VB Camp is changing and offering an afternoon session so 
your child can attend either just morning or a full day 
camp.  Our morning session will be the same with 
volunteers from 9am to 12noon and kiddos moving from 
station to station.  A suggested donation will be asked for 
those who wish to opt for the full day of 9am to 4pm and 
stay for the afternoon session that will include lunch, a 
movie, large group art project and games. Scholarships will 
be available.   

Youth in grades 6th – 12th are encouraged to sign up to 
volunteer in the morning and gather community service 
hours.  High school youth who are interested in working the 
afternoon session with pay will need to attend a couple 
training sessions prior to camp week.  Interested?  Sign up 
with Laurie ASAP as there will be a limited number of 
slots.  We will be recruiting adult support persons for the 
afternoon session as well.  The suggested donation for the 
afternoon session will help pay for our youth workers.   

Both sessions will be faith-based and follow the theme of 
Hero Central.   
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High School Youth 
Nursery Staff & VB Camp Week 

Contact Laurie for an interview, fill out paperwork 
and get an orientation to the Nursery.  Be on staff 
and earn $20 a worship service. Possible new 
member class and memorial service childcare also. 
We currently have 7 youth on payroll and there is 
room for more.  

Volunteer and gain community service hours while 
spending time with the children during Faith 
Formation time on Sunday mornings. 

Interested in working afternoons the week of 
Vacation Bible Camp in August? See Laurie. 
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Youth Ministry & Young Adults 

High School Youth 9th-12th grades 
Calling ALL Youth – Pageant Rehearsal schedule 
11/20 – help decorate the Sanctuary for Advent, lunch and read the Christmas pageant script 
11/27 & 12/4 - pageant rehearsal – please reply on which rehearsal time works best for you 
12/11 – rehearsal with young children following worship and stay through to 2pm 
12/17 – pageant dress rehearsal TBA  
12/18 – Pageant Sunday at both the 8:30am and 10:15am services 

20/30 Gathering 

People in their 20s and 30s are invited to dinner at the parsonage (3 Church St) on Friday, November 4 at 6pm. Our 

dinners are potluck style and informal. Comes as you are and please bring a dish! For more information email: 

jsimon@fccej.org. 

Junior Youth 6th-8th grades 

Lead by Pastor Josh & Laurie - Meet from 11:30-1:30pm 

10/30 - decorated the Fellowship Hall during 2nd service, hosted and cleaned up the Halloween Party 

11/06 – brainstorm mission project around the church, lunch and games 

Communications 
Andrea has been working hard getting the website updated 
with all the fall activities going on and the switch back to 
two services. Some of these pages are the homepage, 
worship page, and the adult enrichment page. A new 
Planned Giving page was added to the Giving area of the 
website; check it out! 

This month the committee talked about future plans for a 
staging website to test Word Press updates on as well as 
the new equipment to upgrade our service streaming.  

Respectfully submitted by Hannah Tracy 

Committee Members: Francis Gravel, Goeff Brown, Hannah 
Tracy and Andrea Sharp 

Stewardship - The Importance of Pledging 
We are a congregational church and as such all aspects of our shared life are determined by our members. Whatever the 

members vote becomes law. Our members shape our theology, beliefs, Faith Formation Curriculum and values. Our 

members determine what we will spend money on, what our total budget will be, and each are co-owners of the property 

and buildings. We vote on who our minister is and what staffing we think will accomplish the ministries we want as 

followers of Christ in today’s world. The more money we have, the more programs, outreach, and ministry we can 

accomplish. The more money we have, the healthier the church will be as we look to an unknown and changing future. 

As we all determine the amount of our giving to our church, please think seriously about the many facets of our ministry 

and the many ways our church is changing the world and supporting its members, then determine how much you can 

give to the effort and give willingly and joyously to the work we are all engaged in. On October 30, we brought our 

pledges to church and dedicated them to Christ’s service. If you were unable to get your pledge in by that date, please 

take the time to get it in as soon as you’re able; we need to work on a budget and determine the needs of our many varied 

ministries and your pledge will significantly help the process. God’s blessings on your deliberations and your generosity. 

Deacons Corner 
What a glorious Autumn we have had! We hope all were 
able to enjoy the beautiful Fall colors and enjoy the harvest 
bounty! It has been great seeing everyone back at church 
and connecting with each other. We will have a busy 
November with church events like the Craft Fair and the 
Tom Cleary Concert; then right into Advent as we prepare 
to celebrate the birth of Jesus. With the realization that this 
season may not be joyful for all, your Deacons would like to 
remind you that you can reach out to any of us or the staff 
should you need some extra support. 

November is U.S. National Gratitude Month. As we reflect 
on what we are grateful for, let God’s love pour over us and 
all around us. 

Judy McCullen, Deacon 



 

 

The Giving Tree 

Christmas is coming! Once again the members of FCCEJ will have the opportunity to provide gifts to needy 
children in our community through the Giving Tree. There will be an actual “giving tree” set up in the 
narthex with tags on it as well as the option to use Sign-Up Genius  via the fccej.org website. If needed, Jen, 
the church’s administrator, and Elaine Raymond (879 7350), will be available to assist folks choose a gift(s) 

to purchase. Each child will be assigned three tags – two for articles of clothing and one for a toy, book, game or gift card. 
If you or your family wants to purchase all three gifts for a child, you will have that option.  
One challenging issue is that for those who sign up using Sign-Up Genius, there will be no actual  gift tags to tuck in your 
handbag or pocket when choosing a gift and then to attach it to your gift once it is wrapped. It is CRUCIAL to note the 
identifying number of the gift we sign up for and to physically clearly mark each gift with its associated number so 
that the gift goes to the correct child. As before the opportunity to choose a gift will begin the week of Thanksgiving on 
November 20. 
There is always great anticipation around the Giving Tree and we hope you will join us again in making this Christmas a 
season of hope and love for so many children in Essex and Westford. If you have any questions or concerns, please 
contact Elaine Raymond at 879-7350 or ebraymond@gmail.com. 

Missions Committee 
The Red Tent Is Back!! 

Our church and the members of the Missions Committee have long been supporters of Joint 
Urban Ministry Project (JUMP). We have an exciting opportunity for you to participate in this 
important outreach: 

During the pandemic JUMP had to cease in-person services at the FCC Burlington. They  quickly adapted and expanded 
the ways their clients could get the help they need. Clients could access JUMP by phone, mail or email. Some, mostly 
home bound elderly clients, received quarterly care calls to check in, have a familiar person listen to them, and assess 
their needs. As soon as possible JUMP resumed seeing clients in person one morning a week. Most of those now coming 
in person (75-80 per cent) are homeless. 

As winter approaches one of the most urgent needs is socks. For our un-housed neighbors, keeping their feet warm and 
healthy is a major problem. JUMP has asked FCCEJ if we would be the “White Sock Church.” The need is for all-cotton, 
new white socks.  Tube socks will fit most any adult foot. 

The Red Tent will be in church office hallway for you to donate socks and foot powder. Some may wonder why cotton 
instead of wool. Wool loses all its insulating properties when it gets wet, and cotton wicks moisture away from the skin, 
keeping feet drier. Let’s fill it with all-cotton white socks and foot powder to help our community during the cold weather 
that is fast approaching. Here is a link for you to learn more about JUMP and this important ministry: http://
www.jumpvt.org/home.html. 

We are reaching out to the people of FCCEJ to assist a family displaced by a fire in their rental 
building. Tatum O’Malley, a Howard Center school services clinician at Essex High School contacted 
us for help for this family. They are looking for a 2-bedroom apartment that accepts pets (they have a 
service animal). If you have an available apartment or have information about one, please contact the 
church office or Tatum O’Malley - (802) 857-7468 or (802) 343-3378 cell. 

November 20th Holiday Offering for Food Pantry – Our November special offering supports the Heavenly Food 
Pantry at FCCEJ. This group has provided food support to our community since 1998. Please consider giving to this 
important aspect of our church’s outreach. Please clearly mark your donation as a contribution to the Food Pantry. 

Doctors Without Borders – The October Community Concert @ First raised money for Doctors Without Borders-
Ukraine Relieft.  At the October Missions Committee meeting, members voted to add mission funds to the money raised 
from the concert to equal $1000.00. Committee members voted unanimously to support this worthy cause and help the 
people of Ukraine. 

Wreaths Across America – In an effort to honor and recognize our veterans, we would like to bring your 
attention to the organization Wreaths Across America. Their mission to “Remember, Honor and Teach” is 
carried out by coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery, as well as at more than 
3,400 additional locations in all 50 U.S. states, at sea, and abroad. You can sponsor a wreath in honor or 

memory of a specific veteran or simply remember all who have served. Visit www.donate.wreathsacrossamerica.org for 
more information or to sign up to sponsor a wreath. 
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Heavenly Food Pantry 
People frequently ask what they can do to support our church’s Food Pantry. We 
are asking for assistance in providing needed food. 

Since the beginning of the pandemic, the pantry has seen changes in how we 
secure food for the pantry. The Vermont Food Bank, which has always been well-
stocked with food, dropped all charges for food and delivery to local pantries 
during the pandemic. Beginning this month, the Food Bank has resumed their fees 
for all food and for its delivery. Also significant is a current drop in food choices 
from the Food Bank. 

Listed here are foods we can currently not order from the Food Bank:  baked beans, canned green beans, basmati rice, 
canned pastas such as spaghetti and meatballs and ravioli, Progresso soups, chunky soups and canned fruit.    

Needless to say, these items are staples in the homes of many of the clients we serve at our pantry. We distribute a 
substantial amount of these food items each month. We are presenting this information in the hopes that those of you 
who would like to assist the pantry in its mission would be willing to purchase any of these items for distribution at each 
pantry. The need is great. We are praying that you are moved to help us with this vital request. Food can be dropped off 
just outside the church office or across from the elevator in the grocery cart. 

The pantry continues to need help to fulfil the delivery part of its mission. If you have an hour or so available on a food 
pantry day and the means to deliver 8-10 bags of food, then the pantry could use your help. Please call the church office at 
802-878-5745 or send an email to welcome@fccej.org.  

The next food distribution is Monday, November 14 at 5:30pm. 

We appreciate all the support as we continue the pantry’s mission of seeing that no one goes hungry! www.fccej.org/
Serving-Others/Heavenly-Food-Pantry. 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
FRANKENBURG, Peter 11/03 
IRISH, Ginger 11/03 

CARNEY, Tim 11/04 

HARRIS, Anne 11/04 

ALLEN, Judy 11/09 

BUCHSPICS, Lew 11/09 

FRIVOLL, Erik Yoan Woo 11/09 

GABERT, Conor 11/11 
DEWEY, Sam 11/12 

SMITH, Frank 11/15 

TURNER, Sally 11/15 

FAUX, Ron 11/18 

GROVE, Mary-Ellen 11/18 

ISHAM, Easton 11/18 
PARKS, Kevin 11/20 

OWENS, Edward 11/21 

WARK, Wendy 11/21 

WILLEY, Maura 11/21 

GILES, Howard 11/22 

MOOS, Jessica 11/24 

SHEARER, Jamie 11/24 
PORATTI, Beth 11/26 

TALLMAN, Sandy 11/26 

DEAN, Linda 11/28 

STEIN, Adelaide 11/29 

STIMSON, Scarlet 11/30 

Heavenly Cents Thrift Shop News! 
We are grateful that the Thrift Shop continues to be a successful outreach program here at FCCEJ! The shop is now 
stocked with fall and winter items. We welcome your donations on the days we are open: Tuesdays and Saturdays from 
10-1 and Wednesdays from 4-7. We are in particular need of jewelry—earrings, necklaces, watches, etc… 

We hope you will visit us this fall and if you are interested in helping us out, please contact either Elaine Raymond, Sue 
Wood, or the church office.  

Guest Bakers & Hosts Wanted! 
FCCEJ is FULL of amazing bakers and friendly people and we would love to spotlight any of that amazing 
energy on a Sunday for Fellowship Time. Have you wanted to volunteer but don’t have a lot of extra time? Do 
you have a wonderful recipe that you would like to try out with a crowd? Would you like to help out hosting 
with us or be a sub for a Sunday? We would love the help! Email, call or text Jen Dooley 
dooleyrj2000@comcast.net 802-578-0230 for more information or to sign up! 



 

 

Lunchtime Book Group 
The Lunchtime Book Group will meet on Monday, November 14, at 11:30 in the 
Marvin Lounge.  

Come  and enjoy local author, Anne Averyt, talk and read from her new book, 
Vermont Perspectives ~ Sense of Place, State of Mind. The book is a collection 
of short essays in which Anne explores what makes Vermont special. The back 
roads, the values, the people, and a mindset that moves to the beat of the 
seasons. Vermont is a tiny state with a big heart. It’s a place that inspires 
dreams and stirs imagination, and for Anne Averyt, it’s home. Having shared 
the land and the life of Vermont for 40 years, Anne knows well what makes this 
small state special. In Sense of Place, State of Mind, she shares that experience 
with insight and humor, offering us a Vermont perspective. Come, listen, and be 
part of the conversation. 

Averyt’s writing career spans more than 50 years as an author, journalist, poet 
and essayist. Locally, she is best known for her magazine feature stories and as 
a familiar voice for nine years as a Commentator on Vermont Public Radio. We 
hope you can bring your lunch and join us! 

THE SEARCHERS  
The Wednesday Night Searchers continue their exploration of the movement of God’s presence in the world and 
our response to that presence by reading, “Jesus and John Wayne: How White Evangelicals Corrupted a Faith 
and Fractured a Nation” by Kristen Kobes Du Mez. 
The book looks at Christian Nationalism and how it has not only affected the church but our politics as well and 
this book will surely lead to some stimulating conversations! We meet every Wednesday night from 7-9pm in 
the Marvin Lounge and via Zoom ID # 853 5516 9054. Everyone is invited. 

SERMON TALKBACK  
Do you ever get home and discuss Rev. Mark or Rev. Josh’s sermon and wonder how they reached the conclusion 
they did, or totally disagree with how they interpreted a particular text, or have some fascinating sentiments to 
add that you have read from another source, or maybe have an unanswered question? Well, Sermon Talkback is 
the group for you! We meet every Tuesday morning from 8:30 – 10am in Marvin Lounge. Coffee is provided and 
sometimes we even have some tasty treats. You can also join us via Zoom, ID# 740 803 865. All are welcome. 

BRIDGE GROUP  
Do you love to play bridge or want to better your game or simply like to play and talk and eat some goodies.  
Well, on the third Friday or every month, our church hosts a bridge club for anyone wanting to play. The range 
of skill is pretty wide but everyone is good natured and simply enjoys coming together to have some fun. And 
the winner of the day wins a selection of a home made jam by Rev. Mark! We meet in the Marvin Lounge on the 
3rd Friday of each month from 1:30 – 4:00pm and everyone is welcome whether member of our church or not. 
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~ Five Corners Christmas Craft Fest ~ 
Saturday, November 12th 9am -3pm 

Mark your calendar for this fantastic event! There are fun and fabulous opportunities for everyone at the Craft 
Fest! Please pick any of the following: 
Sweet Shoppe 
We need volunteers to make a wide variety of items, so get those creative juices flowing! Suggested items 
include various breads, sweet rolls, cookies, donuts or donut holes, homemade candy/brittle/fudge, any type of 
bars, popcorn balls, trail mixes. Remember that gluten-free options are always appreciated! If anyone is doing 
some canning, a jar or two of pickles, relish, jams & jellies or other items would be welcomed. All contributions 
must be individually wrapped so that no food is directly handled. For more information or to sign up, please 
email Mary Gratton at mgrat14@comcast.net. 
Luncheon 
Calling all cooks! The luncheon team would appreciate assistance with the following: 
Butternut squash soup, chili (meat and vegetarian) and mac & cheese. The following items are also needed: hot 
dog rolls, cans of soda, bottled water, bottled lemonade, napkins, plastic utensils, condiment packets. All 
donations can be left in the church kitchen but must be labeled craft fest. 
Silent Auction 
Consider a donation of one of these popular items: 
Themed basket, original artwork, quilts or quilted table runner, gift certificates, sporting events tickets, hosted 
dinners, homemade knitted items and services such as lawn mowing. All donations can be dropped off at the 
church office. 
Accessory Room 
Time to organize your jewelry boxes and see if there are any pieces you no longer wear. Donations can include 
pins, necklaces, earrings, and bracelets. In addition, we are having a kids table so items include barrettes and 
headbands. The room also includes donations of scarfs and pocketbooks. 
Crafters 
We are thrilled to welcome back Jen Ellis, also known as Bernie's Mitten Maker! Jen is selling mittens with her 
partners at the Vermont Mitten Company and Vermont Teddy Bear. She will also be taking pre-orders for her 
new memoir, Bernie's Mitten Maker, which comes out in May, 2023. 
Other crafters include Terri Livak (quilts & quilted items, and original artwork), Sandy Plant (knitted 
accessories), Ginny Coe (knitted items), Patrick Kelly, AKA Maple State Guitars, (cigar box guitars), Holly 
Halliday (handmade shawls & accessories), Ann Gray (dog sweaters/coats, wine bottle accessories), Chris Selin 
& Alison Saunders (ceramic tiles and original watercolors on wood blocks), and Emily Houle, Sara Mandeville, 
Tatyana Szymanski, and Amanda Norton. 
Nearly New 
We are looking for clean, nearly new items such as household items, toys and puzzles, books, sports equipment, 
seasonal items and working small appliances. Please DO NOT donate furniture, exercise equipment, electronics 
or over-sized items. We will be accepting donations from Sunday, October 30 through Friday, November 11. 
They can be brought directly to the gym. We are also looking for paper bags to use at the sale. 
Please note sign-up sheets are in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings and committee members are 
available to answer questions. Please contact Linda Bogardus at lbogardus@myfairpoint.net for more 
information. 
Thank you from the Craft Fest Committee! 
Wendy Wark, Mary Gratton, Gail Cromie, Elaine Raymond, Maureen McKenzie, Sue Conti, Linda Bogardus 

Yoga @ First 

New to yoga? Returning? Come sit with Jonah Moos and 
practice a compassionate, inquisitive sequence to integrate 
the mind, body, and soul. In each session, we will focus, 
breathe, build heat, strengthen, and relax. Tuesday evenings, 
from 5:00-6:15 in the 2nd Floor Program Room. Wear 
comfortable, non restrictive clothing. Bring a mat or borrow 
one. Donations (to FCCEJ) welcome, but not required. 

Fall Prevention - Tai Chi 
Join your faith family for Tai Chi class on Tuesday 
mornings at 10:15 in the Fellowship Hall. This is a 
beginner class of slow, controlled motions that aid 
in strength and balance. There is no charge for the 
class but donations to FCCEJ are appreciated. 
Contact Betty Adams for more information: 
adamsvt123@gmail.com. Sponsored by Age Well. 
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Sunday Morning Worship: 
8:30 - In-person and streamed via youtube.com/c/fccej  

Music: Bethany Blake directs our Sanctuary Choir and 
provides accompaniment 

10:15 - In-person—Faith Formation for PreK - 5th grade 

Music: Finally @ First Praise Band 

*Communion is served on the 1st Sunday of each month at each 
service—all are welcome at Christ’s table* 

Visit us online: 

mailto:welcome@fccej.org

