
A Welcoming Community, Accepting and Serving All in the Spirit of Christ 
 

The First Congregational Church of Essex Junction, United Church of Christ, is an 
Open and Affirming congregation, embracing diversity and affirming the dignity 
and worth of every person, because we are all created by a loving God. We seek 
to live Christ's call for compassion, justice, healing and wholeness in life. 
Therefore, we welcome into our community persons of every race, gender, age, 
sexual orientation, faith background, nationality, ethnicity, marital status, 
mental and physical ability, economic and social position, gender identity and 
expression, level of education and family structure. We invite all to share in the 
life, leadership, ordained ministry, lay ministry, worship, sacraments, 
responsibilities, fellowship, blessings, and joys of our congregation as we seek to 
grow together in faith and love. 

1 Church Street  
Essex Junction, VT  05452 

   
Phone: 802-878-5745     E-mail:  welcome@fccej.org  Website: www.fccej.org 
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The First Congregational Church of Essex Junction 
Pentecost / Confirmation Sunday 

June 5, 2022 

Summer worship is at 9am and is streamed with access on our webpage @ www.fccej.org. 

Currently, mask wearing is up to each individual. 

An Extravagant Welcome .......................................................................................................... Anna Kinney 
 No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey  
 you are welcome in this place. 

Greeting and Announcements 

One of our Confirmands will welcome everyone to church and then highlight some significant 
events in our shared life, and then encourage everyone to sign the Friendship Book. 

Musical Introit Open Wide the Doors / Let the Spirit In Angotti/ Dorsch** 

Call to Worship .............................................................................................................................. Anna Kinney 
Leader: Hello, and welcome to Confirmation Sunday. On this special Sunday, we 
recognize the hard work of these six young people and their effort to bring this service 
to you. 
People: We are here to celebrate a very hard working, chaotic, sassy, well-
behaved dysfunctional and silly group of people. 
Leader: On this Sunday, we are also celebrating Pentecost, which is when the Holy 
Spirit came to a large group of unique individuals to spread God’s word. 
People: Like those who gathered on Pentecost long ago, our group is diverse and 
filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Leader: We welcome the Holy Spirit into our lives and to join us today during this 
worship service. 

Opening Hymn This Little Light of Mine #525** 

Prayer of Invocation & Unison Lord’s Prayer ....................................................................... Jacob Hoy 
Jacob: Let us pray.  Let God be with us today as we pray in our church.  Let God be kind 
to us and our friends.  Let us prosper and be kind to all.  And now we pray the prayer 
that Jesus taught us to say... 
Loving God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And do 
not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever, amen. 

A Welcoming Community, Accepting and Serving All 
In the Spirit of Christ 



Recognizing Faith Formation & Youth Ministries Volunteers............................... Laurie Chipman 
Gail Babinger, Jenny Bourn, Kathryn Brennan, Donna Burnett, Lisa Clark, Sue Conti, 

Erna Deutsch, Judy Roy, Barb Smith, Allison VanSteensburg 

Children’s Message Our Favorite Candy Allie Hoffman, Izzy Owens 

  and the Confirmand Gang 

 The Congregation Sings as the Children Come Forward 

 Jesus loves the little children, all God's children of the world. 

 Whether young or old or new, Jesus loves us through and through, 

 Teaching us to love all creatures in the world. 

The Congregation Sings as the Children Return to Their Families 

God has made us all a rainbow. Colors dancing ‘round and ‘round. 

 In our hair and skin and eyes, big and little, every size, 

 God has made us all a rainbow dancing ‘round. 

Anthem Live Like That Sidewalk Prophets** 

Pastoral Prayer ..................................................................................................................................... Zoe Moos 
A Time of Silence for Personal Prayer 

Sharing Our Prayers with God and Each Other 

Prayer Response Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying Ken Medema** 
 Lord, listen to Your children praying; 
 Lord, send Your spirit in this place. 
 Lord, listen to Your children praying. 
 Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 

Sharing Faith Statements ....................................................... Allie Hoffman, Jacob Hoy, Anna Kinney 

Offering Our Gifts to God.......................................................................................................... Braeden Koch 
Invitation, Offering, and Prayer of Dedication 
Offertory Show Me the Way Dennis Deyoung** 
*Doxology   #778 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God for all that love has done; 
 Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 

Pentecost Reading Acts 2:1-21 [pg. 90] Read by Izzy Owens 

Sharing Faith Statements .......................................................... Zoe Moos, Braeden Koch, Izzy Owens 

 



The Rite of Confirmation 
The Rite of Confirmation is an old ceremony where the responsibility for one’s spiritual life is 

shifted from the parent to the confirmand. During this rite, each confirmand decides whether to 

join our church and commit to a lifelong journey of spiritual thought and life. We will say a quick 

prayer over each confirmand asking the Holy Spirit to be a part of that journey: parents, family 

members and anyone connected to the confirmand is invited to come forward and lay hands upon 

them during the prayer. Everyone in the congregation should focus their positive thoughts and 

energy on the confirmand being prayed over.  This year’s confirmands are….. 
 Allie Hoffman Jacob Hoy 

 Anna Kinney Braeden Koch 

 Zoe Moos Izzy Owens 

The Invitation & Questions for the Candidates 

Prayer of the Candidates 

Confirmands: Loving God, we have studied about you and your ways in the bible.  

We have experienced you in our church and others. We have learned about your 

love through Jesus. We have debated, challenged and spoken about God and life. 

Now, we are ready to continue our relationship with you with some of us being 

confirmed and others asking for a blessing. Be with all of us.      

Parents of Confirmands: We have watched you grow in body, mind and spirit all 

your days. We have taught you what we know about life and God. We made you 

attend confirmation and are now ready to give you the freedom and responsibility 

to nurture your own spirituality. May God be with you. 

Congregation: We celebrated when you were baptized and loved teaching you in 

Sunday School. We have watched you grow up one week at a time and have seen the 

Spirit of God in you. We are so proud for all the work you have done and for 

everything you have learned. We will continue to be here for you as you continue to 

grow in the faith.   

Deacon: We pray for God to increase your gifts, grant you love, joy in the service to 

others, peace in disagreement, patience in suffering, kindness toward all people, 

goodness in evil times, faithfulness in temptation, gentleness in the face of 

opposition, and self-control in all things. May God strengthen these young adults for 

life and ministry in the world; through Jesus Christ our Friend and Teacher. Amen. 

Act of Confirmation [prayer over each confirmand] ...................................... Rev.’s Mark & Josh 

Everyone who feels called to come forward and lay your hands of blessing and power 

on each confirmand is welcome to do so. We especially welcome family members and 

friends, Deacons past and present, Faith Formation Helpers and anyone else who feels 

the nudge of the Spirit. 



Welcome 
Deacon: Let us, the members of First Congregational United Church of Christ, 

express our welcome and affirm our mutual ministry in Christ. 

People: We promise you our continuing friendship and prayers as we share 

the hopes and labors of this church. By the power of the Holy Spirit may we 

continue to grow together in God’s knowledge and love and be witnesses of 

peace in this world. We are proud of those of you being confirmed and equally 

proud for those who are still struggling to understand God. 

 Greeting of Christian Love and the Giving of Gifts 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Today, the Confirmands will pass out plates of gluten free bread and juice to each pew. 

Please unwrap your plate and wait for the direction of the minister to receive your 

communion elements. When the minister directs, dip your bread into the cup and 

immediately partake.   

People worshipping at home are encouraged to take their communion elements and 

partake at the same time as the congregation in the sanctuary. Together we are one body of 

Christ at First Church. 

*Closing Hymn Shine, Jesus, Shine Graham Kendrick 

 [insert] 

Benediction 

Benediction ........................................................................................................................ Braeden Koch 

*Sung Community Benediction 
 Let There Be Peace on Earth 

 Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 

 Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be! 

 With God our Creator, family all are we, 

 Let me walk with my fellow in perfect harmony. 

 Let peace begin with me.  Let this be the moment now. 

 With ev’ry breath I take, let this be my solemn vow; 

 To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally! 

 Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.  

*Please stand if you are able 
**Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #728093-A. All Rights Reserved.  



A Few Key Announcements: 

 Sunday Morning Worship - 9am through June, July, and August 

 In-person and streamed via youtube.com/c/fccej 

 We are pleased to offer in-person worship—masks are optional 

 Communion is served in the Sanctuary on the 1st Sunday of each month. The 
elements are sealed and passed out to the congregation. 

 Sincere thanks to Jonah Moos, Ed Guild, Gary Hartmann, Francis Gravel, Linda Lou Parker 
and Harsh Shah operating the live stream tech! 

Celebrating Graduates 
Do you have a graduate in the family? Graduation Sunday is June 19!  
Email Jen at the church office (welcome@fccej.org) the following info:  
 Name of graduate 
 Graduation/recent picture & baby/young picture 
 School (high school, undergrad, graduate) & degree if applicable 
 Their plans for the future 
The deadline for submissions is noon, June 13. 
Contact the church office for more information. 

FCCEJ Outdoor Ministry Camping Trips (Friday afternoon to Sunday morning) 
Whether you like to camp in a tent, lean-to or a camper we hope you will join us!   
 June 24-26 at Lake Carmi State Park - https://vtstateparks.com/carmi.html 
 September 2-4th at Grande Isle State Park - https://vtstateparks.com/grandisle.html 
 Make your reservations and send Laurie your site number 

Vacation Bible Camp ~ Food Truck Party: On a Roll with God! 
 August 8-12th from 9am to 11:45am - Outside on the church lawn or inside on a rainy day. 
 Visit our website: https://www.fccej.org/v5/grow-in-faith/vacation-bible-camp/ to 

register for camp or volunteer.  Join the fun! 

Donate to FCCEJ 
Your donations support music, youth, missions, adult enrichment, Thrift Shop, Food Pantry, 
and more! We are also a United Church of Christ “5 for 5” participant in these fundraisers: Per 
Capita, One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in Need and The 
Christmas Fund. Here are a few ways that you may help our ministry: 
 Send a Check or use BillPay. This is a remote service that issues one-time or recurring 

check payments by mail. Please contact your banking institution for details. Please note the 
reason for your donation in the check’s memo line (e.g., “missions”). 

 Shop using Amazon Smile. To get started, visit http://smile.amazon.com/ch/03-0212216. 
We receive 0.5% of your purchases!  

 Send money via PayPal. Visit paypal.me/fccej.  (A PayPal account is not required to donate.) 

http://www.youtube.com/c/fccej
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/03-0212216
http://paypal.me/fccej


Weekly Calendar - June 5 - June 12 
*Please contact the church office with any changes or corrections* 

Sunday, June 5—Communion Sunday 

9am: Intergenerational Worship, Sanctuary 

11:30: Music Committee, Zoom 

1pm: Racial Justice Task Force Vigil,  

Church Grounds 

1pm: Brown Bag Fellowship, Fellowship Hall 

Monday, June 6 

8:30am: Food Pantry Set-up, Fellowship Hall 

11:30am: Brown Bag Fellowship, Fellowship Hall 

7:30pm: Group Victory, Marvin Lounge 

Tuesday, June 7 

8:30am: Sermon Talkback, Marvin Lounge 

10am-1pm: Heavenly Cents Thrift Shop 

11:30am: Brown Bag Fellowship, Fellowship Hall 

6:30pm: Eagle Scout Board of Review, 2nd Floor 

Programming Room 

6:30pm: BSA Troop 624 District Meeting 

7pm: Church Council, Marvin Lounge 

Wednesday, June 8 

11:30am: Brown Bag Fellowship, Fellowship Hall 

4pm-7pm: Heavenly Cents Thrift Shop 

6:30pm: St. Andrew’s Pipe Band,  

2nd Floor Program Room, Sanctuary 

7pm: BSA Troop 624, Fellowship Hall 

7pm: Wednesday Night Searchers, Marvin Lounge 

Thursday, June 9 

8am: Calcutta Committee, Marvin Lounge 

9am: Jamaica Leadership Team, Marvin Lounge & 

Zoom 

11:30am: Brown Bag Fellowship, Fellowship Hall 

6:30pm: Choir Practice, Sanctuary 

Friday, June 10 

8am: Coffee Clatter, Martone’s Market & Cafe 

11:30am: Brown Bag Fellowship, Fellowship Hall 

Saturday, June 11 

10am-1pm: Heavenly Cents Thrift Shop 

1pm: Brown Bag Fellowship, Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, June 12 

9am: Intergenerational Worship, Sanctuary 

1pm: Brown Bag Fellowship, Fellowship Hall 

Events in italics = Local Community Groups 

Is your group meeting through the summer or taking hiatus till September? 
Please let the office know so we can maintain an accurate calendar.  
Thank you! 



If you require prayers for yourself or a loved one;  or if you wish for a call from a pastor,  
please contact welcome@fccej.org or call 1(802) 878-5745. 

Victims of gun violence and their families 

Jack & Sally Hartfiel 

Cara and her son 

Wayne 

Jon & Karen Putnam 

Elizabeth Stone 

Family and friends of Fern Feather 

Louise Kolvoord, grieving the death of her son, 
Steven Kolvoord 

Bruce Giannuzzi  

Deb & Aliyah Watt, grieving the death of  
Craig Watt, husband & father 

Joe and Ann Wells 

The Family of Mary Gellatly 

Sean McKenzie  

All those suffering due to the violence in Ukraine 

...and all persons affected by COVID19 

OUR PRAYER MINISTRY 

bit.ly/39O39ht 

FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM 

bit.ly/3rlfgZf 

YOUTUBE 

bit.ly/3oPpBv9 

INTERNET 

fccej.org 

CONNECTIONS: 

Signup Online! https://bit.ly/3dwsHji 

Our “Weekly Update” eConnection 
https://www.fccej.org/v5/serving-others/

get-involved 

Our monthly  
“SPIRIT@FIRST” eNewsletter* 

http://fccej.org/v5/category/newsletters/ 

*also available in a printed, snail-mailed format 

Sermon Talk Back  
Tuesdays at 8:30am in the Marvin 
Lounge and via Zoom: http://zoom.us/
j/740803865 

Noontime Book Group 
3rd Mondays @ 11:30am, in the Marvin 
Lounge and via Zoom. 

Wednesday Night Searchers  
7pm in Marvin Lounge and via Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/83272183334 Next meeting is 6/8 

Summer Sunday Worship @ 9am 
Communion on 1st Sundays 

Teleworship: youtube.com/c/fccej 

ONGOING PROGRAMS 
 Coffee Clatter, 8am every Friday at Martone’s 

 Bridge Group, Every 3rd Friday at 1:30pm 
Marvin Lounge—next meeting is June 17 

Altar Flowers are a lovely way to remember & honor loved ones and 
special occasions. There are several spots still available for 2022. 

Sign up through our website: 
https://www.fccej.org/v5/serving-others/get-involved/ 

mailto:welcome@fccej.org
http://www.facebook.com/firstcongregationalej
http://www.instagram.com/fccej_802
http://youtube.com/c/fccej
http://www.fccej.org/
https://bit.ly/3dwsHji
https://www.fccej.org/v5/category/newsletters/
http://zoom.us/j/740803865
http://zoom.us/j/740803865
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83168357605
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83168357605
http://www.youtube.com/c/fccej

