
A Welcoming Community, Accepting and Serving All in the Spirit of Christ 
 

The First Congregational Church of Essex Junction, United Church of Christ, is an 
Open and Affirming congregation, embracing diversity and affirming the dignity 
and worth of every person, because we are all created by a loving God. We seek 
to live Christ's call for compassion, justice, healing and wholeness in life. 
Therefore, we welcome into our community persons of every race, gender, age, 
sexual orientation, faith background, nationality, ethnicity, marital status, 
mental and physical ability, economic and social position, gender identity and 
expression, level of education and family structure. We invite all to share in the 
life, leadership, ordained ministry, lay ministry, worship, sacraments, 
responsibilities, fellowship, blessings, and joys of our congregation as we seek to 
grow together in faith and love. 

1 Church Street  
Essex Junction, VT  05452 

   
Phone: 802-878-5745     E-mail:  welcome@fccej.org  Website: www.fccej.org 
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CONGREGATIONAL 
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Love. Serve. Grow. 



The First Congregational Church of Essex Junction 
May 8, 2022—First Service 

Our First Service with organ and traditional choir is streamed and begins at 8:30am with access on 

our webpage @ www.fccej.org. You can watch that service any time thereafter.  

Our Second Service with our praise band is live in the sanctuary at 10:15am and it is not streamed. 

Currently, mask wearing is encouraged, but usage is up to each individual. 

Prelude Arrangement of Aria  “Sheep May Safely Graze” J.S. Bach** 

An Extravagant Welcome 
 No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey  
 you are welcome in this place. 

Greeting and Announcements 

Our Ministers will welcome everyone and highlight significant events and or announcements 
in our shared life. 

Musical Introit God’s Eye is on the Sparrow Civilla Martin** 

Call to Worship ............................................................................................................ Deacon Rusty Sargent 

Leader: God welcomes people of all nations, tribes and languages to the kingdom. 
Christ preached God’s unmitigated love and included all of God’s children into the 
divine community. 

People: We still wave our palm branches and offer our hearts, minds and bodies 
to way of Christ. Blessing and glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, honor, power and 
might be to our God forever and ever. 

Leader: Come, let us no longer hunger and thirst after things that bring tears of 
anguish to our eyes. Instead, let us look to God, the pioneer and perfector of our faith 
to lead us forward to the very kingdom of God. 

Opening Hymn The Day of Resurrection #245 

Deacon’s Prayer of Invocation & Unison Lord’s Prayer............................ Deacon Rusty Sargent 
Loving God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And do 
not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever, amen. 

A Welcoming Community,   Accepting and Serving All 
In the Spirit of Christ 



Children’s Message ............................................................................................................ Rev. Mark Mendes 

 The Congregation Sings as the Children Come Forward 

 Jesus loves the little children,  

 all God's children of the world. 

 Whether young or old or new,  

 Jesus loves us through and through, 

 Teaching us to love all creatures in the world. 

 The Congregation Sings as the Children Transition to Faith Formation 

 God has made us all a rainbow.  

 Colors dancing ‘round and ‘round. 

 In our hair and skin and eyes,  

 big and little, every size, 

 God has made us all a rainbow dancing ‘round. 

Pastoral Prayer ........................................................................................................................ Rev. Josh Simon 

A Time of Silence for Personal Prayer 

Sharing Our Prayers with God and Each Other 

Prayer Response Amen, Amen African-American Spiritual** 

Opening Hymn For All the Saints #299 

Gospel Reading  

Acts 9:36-43 Peter in Lydda and Joppa  [page 98] 

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is 

Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she 

became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room 

upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was 

there, sent two men to him with the request, ‘Please come to us without 

delay.’ So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him 

to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing 

tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter 

put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the 

body and said, ‘Tabitha, get up.’ Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she 

sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and 

widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and 

many believed in the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a 

certain Simon, a tanner. 

 



Revelation 7:9-17 The Multitude from Every Nation [page 196] 

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their 
hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying,  
‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’  
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four 
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped 
God, singing, 
     ‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom  and thanksgiving and honor 

       and power and might be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’ 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, and 

where have they come from?’ I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that knows.’ 

Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they 

have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

     For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

        and worship him day and night within his temple, 

        and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 

    They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

        the sun will not strike them,  nor any scorching heat; 

        for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 

        and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

        and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’ 

John 10:22-30 Jesus Is Rejected by the Jews [page 79] 

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was 

winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the 

Jews gathered around him and said to him, ‘How long will you keep us in 

suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’ Jesus answered, ‘I have told 

you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to 

me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep 

hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they 

will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has 

given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s 

hand. The Father and I are one.’ 

Anthem The Prayer Carole Sager/David Foster 

  Arr. by Tom Fettke** 



Please join us in extending a warm welcome to Bethany Blake, 
FCCEJ’s new Music Director! We are excited to have her present 

and bringing us beautiful music! 

Sermon Testimony to the Lamb Rev. Mark Mendes 

Celebrating Our Giving to God at First Church 

Offertory Sweet Sweet Spirit Doris Akers** 
Offertory Prayer 
*Doxology  #780 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God for all that love has done; 
 Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  

Thank you to those at home who are joining us and financially supporting our ministry 
and thank you to folks in the sanctuary who are present and offering their gifts. 

*Hymn My Life Flows on in Endless Song #476 

Benediction 

Pastoral Benediction 

*Sung Community Benediction 
 Go Now In Peace 
 Go now in peace.  Never be afraid. 
 God will go with you each hour of every day. 
 Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 
 Know God will guide you in all you do. 
 Go now in love, and show you believe. 
 Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
 God will be there, holding you in love. 
 Go now in peace, in faith and in love. 

*Postlude Gigue from French Suite No 5 in G Major J.S. Bach** 

*Please stand if you are able 
**Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #728093-A. All Rights Reserved.  



A Few Key Announcements: 

 Sunday Morning Worship - 8:30 and 10:15 

 In-person and streamed via youtube.com/c/fccej (8:30 service only) 

 We are pleased to offer in-person worship—masks are optional 

 Music:  

First Service: Bethany Blake provides accompaniment and directs the Sanctuary Choir 
Second Service: Rick Dooley leads Finally @ First Praise Band 

 Communion is served in the Sanctuary on the 1st Sunday of each month. The elements 
are sealed and passed out to the congregation. 

 Sincere thanks to Jonah Moos, Ed Guild, Gary Hartmann, Francis Gravel, Linda Lou Parker and 
Harsh Shah operating the live stream tech! 

Donate to FCCEJ 

Your donations support music, youth, missions, adult enrichment, Thrift Shop, Food Pantry, and 
more! We are also a United Church of Christ “5 for 5” participant in these fundraisers: Per Capita, 
One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in Need and The Christmas Fund. 
Here are a few ways that you may help our ministry: 
 Send a Check or use BillPay. This is a remote service that issues one-time or recurring check 

payments by mail. Please contact your banking institution for details. Please note the reason for 
your donation in the check’s memo line (e.g., “missions”). 

 Shop using Amazon Smile. To get started, visit http://smile.amazon.com/ch/03-0212216. We 
receive 0.5% of your purchases!  

 Send money via PayPal. Visit paypal.me/fccej.  (A PayPal account is not required to donate.) 

Sunday Morning Faith Formation—10:30am 
Pre-K through 8th grade—Peer groups after Children’s Moment 

Young Apostles & Youth 
 Young Apostles (3rd – 5th graders & their families) 

This group meets once a month with Laurie for fun-filled fellowship. recreation,  mission 
projects, laughing & talking, and, most important, creating bonds that will steer our children 
towards lasting friendships into their teen years and beyond. 
Next meeting: May 15, at 4pm.  

 Junior Youth (6th—8th grade)  
Next meeting is a pizza party on May 15 at 11:30am. 

 Youth Gathering meets again at 4pm on Sunday, May 22 at Spare Time in Colchester. Lanes are 
already reserved—contact Pastor Josh to RSVP. 

Greeting & Ushering 
The Greeting & Ushering Committee needs you! Please consider greeting/ushering during 
May. Specifically, we need to fill May 22nd & 29th (2nd service on 29th, please). 
Visit our website (fccej.org/serving others), or email Aimee Koch: aimkath@comcast.net. Please 
include the date and service you’d like to serve. The time commitments of each service are: 1st 
Service: 8-9:15am;  2nd Service: 9:45-11:15am. Thank you for considering volunteering in one of 
our services and for your support in helping us continue to Love, Serve and Grow! 

http://www.youtube.com/c/fccej
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/03-0212216
http://paypal.me/fccej


If you require prayers for yourself or a loved one;  or if you wish for a call from a pastor,  
please contact welcome@fccej.org or call 1(802) 878-5745. 

Family and friends of Fern Feather 

Louise Kolvoord, grieving the death of her son, 
Steven Kolvoord 

Deb & Aliyah Watt, grieving the death of  
Craig Watt, husband & father 

Donna & John Burnett 

Bruce Giannuzzi  

Joe and Ann Wells 

The Family of Mary Gellatly 

Sean McKenzie  

Claire Glatz 

All those suffering due to the violence in Ukraine 

...and all persons affected by COVID19 

OUR PRAYER MINISTRY 

bit.ly/39O39ht 

FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM 

bit.ly/3rlfgZf 

YOUTUBE 

bit.ly/3oPpBv9 

INTERNET 

fccej.org 

CONNECTIONS: 

Signup Online! https://bit.ly/3dwsHji 

Our “Weekly Update” eConnection 
https://www.fccej.org/v5/serving-others/

get-involved 

Our monthly  
“SPIRIT@FIRST” eNewsletter* 

http://fccej.org/v5/category/newsletters/ 

*also available in a printed, snail-mailed format 

Sermon Talk Back  
Tuesdays at 8:30am in the Marvin 
Lounge and via Zoom: http://zoom.us/
j/740803865 

Noontime Book Group 
3rd Mondays @ 11:30am, in the Marvin 
Lounge and via Zoom. 

Wednesday Night Searchers  
7pm in Marvin Lounge and via Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/83272183334 Next meeting is 5/11 

Sunday Worship @ 8:30 & 10:15am 
Communion on 1st Sundays 

Teleworship: youtube.com/c/fccej 

ONGOING PROGRAMS 
 Coffee Clatter, 8am every Friday at Martone’s 

 Bridge Group, Every 3rd Friday at 1:30pm 
Marvin Lounge—next meeting is May 20 

“Dear FCCEJ Family, 
I so appreciated my Easter basket! And a heartfelt thank you to Betty for 
bringing it to my home. 

Love, Norma Edwards 

mailto:welcome@fccej.org
http://www.facebook.com/firstcongregationalej
http://www.instagram.com/fccej_802
http://youtube.com/c/fccej
http://www.fccej.org/
https://bit.ly/3dwsHji
https://www.fccej.org/v5/category/newsletters/
http://zoom.us/j/740803865
http://zoom.us/j/740803865
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83168357605
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83168357605
http://www.youtube.com/c/fccej


Staff 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Mark Mendes [mmendes@fccej.org] 

Associate Pastor:  Rev. Josh Simon [jsimon@fccej.org] 

Minister of Visitation: Rev. Ron Faux [revronfaux@gmail.com] 

Christian Education Director: Laurie Chipman [lchipman@fccej.org] 

Music Director: Bethany Blake [bblake@fccej.org] 

Church Administrator: Jen Kelly [welcome@fccej.org] 

Music 

Organ: Marie Johnson 

Piano: Denise Keating 

Finally @ First Director: Rick Dooley 

Officers 
President: Cathy Shearer 

Vice President: Judy Larrabee Pomainville 

Financial Secretary: Ann Gray [finances@fccej.org] 

Treasurer: Dan Petherbridge [treasurer@fccej.org] 

Clerk: Brenda Dawson 

Historian: Ann Gray 

Internal Auditors: Betsy Weischedel & Steve Wood 

Committee Chairs 
Christian Education: Lisa Clark, Derek Lyman 

Communications: Francis Gravel 

Deacons: Alison Wermer, Judy McCullen—Co-Chairs 

Finance & Pastoral Relations: Judy Larrabee Pomainville 

Hospitality: Jen Dooley 

Human Resources: Cathy Shearer 
Missions: Paula Sargent 

Music: Denise Keating 

Nominating: Dick Harris 

Stewardship:  Kathryn Brennan 

Trustees: Kaki McGeary 

Ushering: Marlene Frank 

Recognized Groups 
Heavenly Cents Thrift Shop: Sue Wood 

Heavenly Food Pantry: Valerie Gabert 

MINISTRY DIRECTORY 


