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~Palm Sunday—April 10~ 
Palms, Pretzels and Praise! 

~Maundy Thursday—April 14~ 
6pm Supper Service in the Fellowship Hall 

~Good Friday—April 15~ 
7pm Service in the Sanctuary 

~Holy Saturday—April 16~ 
7:30pm—9pm in front of the church 

Remember this day?! Volunteers are up early, arriving at church by 7:30 to mix up 
pretzel dough, rolling it out, and bake samples to be ready for fellowship time. 

Children and youth will get to roll out pretzels during our morning Faith Formation 
time of 2nd service. Many hands are need to help make this special Sunday in Lent 

happen. Please reach out to Laurie if you are interested or wonder how you can help. 

Good Friday is a narrative that highlights the passion of Christ, that is Jesus’ betrayal, arrest, trial and ultimate 
death on a cross.   As we hear the ancient story again, what does it tell us about the nature of God, the human 
situation and how we live into our faith.  Come and join us, knowing that your presence at the cross will make 

your Easter experience that much more significant.  Everyone is welcome and masks are optional. 

The staff, in conjunction with our Deacons, have decided to hold our regular Maundy Thursday 
service with a simple dinner, discussion and communion. We will remember Christ’s last supper and 
imagine what he and the disciples were going through the night before the passion where betrayal, 

trial and death took the lead. Naturally, everyone is welcome and masks are optional. 

Friendship. Fire. Reflection. Chocolate. Holy Saturday is a liminal space between the death of Jesus and his 
resurrection. As Joan Chittister writes, “[Holy Saturday] is about dealing with darkness and growing in hope”. 
Historically we hold a continuous vigil within the Sanctuary. Additionally, this year on Holy Saturday, we are 

hosting a vigil outside with a bonfire. There’s no better way to deal with darkness and grow in hope than joining 
with other people. We will gather around the bonfire, listen to the spoken word, and the sounds of silence, sing, 

and reflect together. Join us for the whole time or for part of the time.  

~Easter Sunday—April 17~ 
6am Sunrise Service—Holy Family Gazebo 

Come and watch the sunrise and celebrate the gift of new life that our God through Jesus offers to everyone.  
Father Charlie, Rev. Mark and Rev Josh will again lead this service for anyone who would like to start their day 

with the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Easter Worship Services at FCCEJ at 8:30 & 10:15 



 

 

A Pastor’s Ponderings… 
Embracing our propensity for failure might seem negative to someone unfamiliar with the dark wood.  Yet by now 
you have probably begun to sense that the experiences you try to hard to avoid hold the potential to bless you with 
unexpected gifts if you allow them. When you embrace time spent in the dark wood rather than seeking to run away 
at first opportunity, you discover that you are connected to a High Power – one who offers important clues about 
who you are and what you’re here for. 

In his book, Gifts of the Dark Wood, Eric Elnes teaches us that our difficult experiences in life [the Dark Woods] 
are opportunities that offer us significant ways in which to connect with our God. In our modern world of 
positivity and feel good methods of claiming life, his message reeks of what seems like an incomprehensible truth.   
Finding hope, faith and one’s true calling in the heart of darkness smacks of the countercultural and forces us to 
deal with actual reality. When we finally find the lens by which to grasp reality and see the shimmer of light in the 
midst of our shadows, then a deep and abiding sense of meaning and joy can be found in the marrow of our 
existence. Truths unearthed in such exploration yields the deepest of fruits and these fruits will continue to 
blossom in season and out for the rest of life’s journey. And once we have found the path through the Dark Wood 
the first time, then even as troubles emerge, one knows the path out exists and is full of insight and wonders……
this draws us to hope. 

The Season of Lent proposes the same type of journey. We re-visit Jesus’ temptations and times he struggled with 
his ministry and the disciples lack of understanding ending with the passion and cross. We light candles for 
difficult circumstances; we reflect on our shortcomings asking forgiveness to get through the day; we spend a 
little more time in silence lifting up areas in our lives that we would rather forget and we do all of this so we can 
travel through the Dark Wood of Lent to Easter morning. Lent feeds Easter with significance and gives it the sheen 
it needs to lift our troubled spirits to not only believe but thrive in this crazy and at times depressing world. 

Our Wednesday Night Searchers Group has been reading the 1619 Project and will complete it after the Lenten 
Season. The book seeks to understand American history through the lens of slavery and uses the date the first 
slave ship came to our shores as the point of access. Those of us unpacking the truths within Nicole Hannah-Jones’ 
book have wondered many times why so much of our dark history has not been taught. The purpose of her book 
is to claim the difficult truth of enslavement within our culture so that we can then move forward with a fuller 
sense of  our truth and way forward. One of the points she makes is how, despite all the unbridled atrocities the 
enslaved endured by both individuals and our entire system, our country’s ideals still inspire the enslaved to 
freedom, justice and peace. Indeed, she argues that the enslaved are the best suited to claim American truths and 
ideals because despite the psychic, emotional and physical scars, the enslaved more than anyone else have build 
this country and more than anyone else deserve a fair share of its prosperity, happiness and success. Listen to her 
words to this effect: 

No one cherishes freedom more than those who have not had it.  And to this day, Black Americans more than any 
other group, embrace democratic ideals of a common good…… The truth is that as much as democracy as this 
nation has today, it has been borne on the backs of Black resistance and visions for equality….. for generations, we 
[Black Americans] have believed in this country with a faith it did not deserve. Black people have seen the worse of 
America, yet somehow, we still believe in the best. 

Jesus saw the worse of human nature, suffering a brutal death as a direct result. And yet he saw and preached 
hope in the midst of darkness, growth in the midst of ignorance, joy in the midst of anguish and life in the midst of 
death. This is the way of our Lord. This is at the heart of what church community is all about. All of us are called to 
stive for peace, hope, joy and love in the midst of the dark woods of our lives. 

And we do so together.  As always, I am  

Yours in Christ,  

Mark  
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Sermon Talk Back:  
Join us every Tuesday from 8:30-
10am to talk about the Sunday 
scripture and message. This 
provides  opportunities to delve 
deeper into scripture and hear 
perspectives of others in our 
faith community. We meet in 
Marvin Lounge and via Zoom: 
http://zoom.us/j/740803865. 

Monthly Bridge Group:  
Each month, folks get together to play 
bridge.  The skill level is diverse; some 
know all sorts of strange conventions 
and others just like to get together to 
dabble with the game and catch up on 
“the haps” in our community. We have 
snacks and Rev. Mark offers a jar of 
homemade jam to the winning score.  
We meet in Marvin Lounge on the 3rd 
Friday of the month from 1:30 to 4pm 
and in April on the 15. We hope to see 
you there! 

Friday Coffee Clatter:  
All are invited to Martone’s in Essex 
Junction on Friday mornings from 8 to 
9. Get coffee and baked goods with Rev. 
Mark and other faith friends and talk 
about absolutely anything! The mask 
policy is determined by Martone’s. We 
laugh often while discussing aspects of 
life and current events. It’s a great way 
to start your day! 

http://zoom.us/j/740803865
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Recently, just this week, I started reading “After Jesus Before Christianity: A Historical Examination of the First 
Two Centuries of Jesus Movements.” If you are familiar with the Jesus Seminars, this book comes from the same 
Westar Institute. 

The book is about the scholarship of the first two centuries of Christianity, and I’ll tell you this, it is amazing. 
There was many ways that people gathered together and yet there were commonality among all of the Jesus 
Movements. At the heart was the teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus by the Romans and how these early 
Jesus Movements founds ways to resists and to create communities that helped people survive and thrive. Rome 
kept the peace through violence and economic exploitation. The infrastructure Rome built served its interest to 
transport defeated tribes and nations to other parts of its empire to enslave them; aqueducts and sanitation were 
built to serve the wealthy elite and the power of Rome to far reaches. 

The Caesar sat at the top of the Roman imperial system. Caesar Augustus was the supreme. A writing from around 
9 B.C. called Priene Calendar Inscription writes, “Since Providence, who has ordered all things and has great 
interest in our life, has perfectly ordered life by giving us Augustus, whom she filled with virtue that he might benefit 
humankind, sending him as savior for us and for those coming after us, that he might end war and arrange all things. 
Since, he Caesar, by his appearance, surpassed even our anticipations beyond all previous benefactors, he did not 
even leave to posterity any hope of exceeding what he has done. In this way the birthday of the god Augustus was the 
beginning of the good news for the world that existed because of him.” Sound familiar? 

These Jesus Movements found inspiration in Jesus’ defiant life. His murder and resurrection inspired them. They 
saw in his murder and resurrection a victory over the violent systemic power of the Roman Empire. His ministry 
of teaching, healing, and sharing meals with all sorts of people motivated them to create alternative communities 
to the Roman way. Shedding the economic exploitation, these communities empowered each other to live 
alternatively to the Roman way of life. They experienced God’s liberating power. 

The communal life of these Jesus Movements was like a food pantry. One way they experienced the liberating, 
energizing power of God was through pooling their resources and eating together. They experienced God in these 
meals. They were renewed. They were given renewed life so they may live on despite a death machine that only 
cared about their ability to keep the empire’s exploitative system alive.  

We do not live in the same system as our ancestors in the faith. Yet, we too are inundated with messages that 
exploit us. We are told we are too fat, too skinny, not pretty enough, or too pretty,  not successful enough, earn too 
little–all the ways that we are told we are not enough and then are sold products to fix us. The church today is a 
place where we can help people come alive, be energized, and experience God; as they are and where they are in 
their life’s journey. In what ways can we live a life in defiant resistance to the messages that shape how we see 
ourselves? It is time to survive, thrive, and help people come alive. 

Pastor Josh 

Simon Sez... 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
HENNESSEY, Barbara 04/03 
SAVAGE, Cheryl 04/03 
DEAL, Claire 04/04 
DORN, Kevin 04/05 
SILVERMAN, June 04/05 
SULLIVAN, Mike 04/05 
KOCH, Darryl 04/06 
GRENON, Katherine 04/07 
MCGEARY, Caitlin 04/07 
BAKER, Sandra 04/08 
HAMILTON, Kim 04/08 
KINAMAN, Lilo 04/08 
VOCK, Steve 04/08 
FOSS, Suzanne 04/09 
CALHOUN, Paul 04/10 
SIEVERS, Arnd 04/10 
HOPPER, Jan 04/11 

CLARK, Ashley 04/15 
COBURN, Bob 04/15 
MUDGETT-RUSSELL, Barbara 04/16 
BELIVEAU, Lyn 04/18 
COE, Ginny 04/18 
HAYES, Nancy 04/18 
ADAMS, Betty 04/19 
GOEDKEN, Linus 04/20 
MITCHELL, Steven 04/24 
BRENNAN, Ciaran 04/25 
PORATTI, Rob 04/25 
HARRIS, Dick 04/26 
WERMER, Carl 04/26 
ALDEN, Deb 04/27 
DONEY, Myrna 04/28 
BASHAW, Jennifer 04/29 
CLARK, Ryan 04/30 



 

 

Laurie’s Lens 

April has arrived! Our Lenten season brings opportunities to shake off the winter blues, see old friends, make new 
ones, and be in community with others who value growing in faith. You and your family may have gotten out of 
the habit of coming to church, but I have heard that many are ready to attend again. This month there are several 
items on the calendar to help you and your family do just that, including celebrate the risen Christ on Easter, April 
17th. I believe God provides the opportunities for us; it’s up to us to recognize them and participate. 

Our Faith Formation peer groups are again meeting on a weekly basis so our children and youth can gather and 
grow with their church friends. We all crave community. This is what we were made for and as we all know the 
more who are in attendance the more we all feel the love and support. “For where two or three gather in my name, 
there am I with them.” [Matthew 18:20] On Palm Sunday we will be talking about Jesus raising Lazarus from the 
dead and sharing Holy Week stories. We will celebrate Easter together with our families in the sanctuary. 

I am looking forward to having our Junior Youth back and gathering all together after church! We know many of 
you have been busy with sports, some catching colds and building up your immunity and this is messing with 
your return. Pastor Josh and our Youth Ministry Team have some fun times planned, but need you to make them 
happen. Our chats center around faith, God, Jesus, our lives, and they all can be so interesting and deep. We are 
especially looking forward to talking with you, asking who Jesus is to you and then celebrate it in a way that you 
can all share this with the wider church. 

This year’s Lenten Scavenger Hunt on April 3rd and is open to all ages and the community. Last year you and your 
family searched through the neighborhood looking for Lenten symbols; this year the Christian Education 
committee wants you all to be able to see each other and build community. You can walk around the church 
grounds using a clue sheet to find each symbol, then arrive at a station and do a practice there and possibly collect 
something to take with you. The goal is to have fun while learning more about Jesus and feel his presence along 
side you and in your conversations. 

On Palm Sunday, April 10th, we are bringing back Pretzel Sunday! This is when the whole church smells of warm 
pretzels and everyone gets to enjoy eating one (or two). The pretzel is the Lenten symbol that has been around 
for hundreds of years as it represents praying with your arms crossed over your chest (the shape of a pretzel) 
which is how the monks taught children so long ago. There will be opportunities all morning to participate. 

I’m hoping many of you feel comfortable to return in person to church. We all miss you when you are not here.  
The church is not the same. If you are not ready yet, please let me know how we can help you stay connected. 
Reach out and share how you are doing. How can I help? What do you need? We, your church family, are here to 
support you. Yes, we are still in uncertain times, especially for our young families with children too young to be 
vaccinated, and it may be a little while longer before you feel comfortable attending. We are here for you and will 
welcome you whenever you are ready. Know that you are in my prayers and thoughts. 

Sit down as a family and talk about church. See if you can find ways to put FCCEJ on your calendar and included in  
your lives again.  Your faith family has their arms open wide to greet you, and so does God.      

Peace & Blessings to you all,       

Laurie Chipman 
Christian Education Director    

2021-22 Faith Formation Offering 

EDD Adaptive Sports ~ www.eddfund.org 
Help us level the playing field for people with disabilities. 
Have you gotten injured lately? Sprained a ankle, a wrist, been sore from a covid shot? 
You know what it’s like to not feel your best or be able to do what you normally can. EDD 
Adaptive Sports helps to engage those who need assistance and support to help them play 
sports. Visit their website and ask yourself the question—what can I give to help those in 
need? Then send in your support by mail or bring it with you on Sunday. Envelopes are in 
the Narthex by the worship supplies. Our giving is currently at $439.37. 
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Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 
**Watch for Faith@Home emails in your inbox** 

Sunday Morning Faith Formation 

We are back to in person during our 10:15am service 
(masked) and offer peer groups for PreK – 2nd, 3rd – 5th 
grade and 6th – 8th grade. 

Everyone begins in the Sanctuary, then following the 
children’s message those in PreK – 8th grade are welcome to 
follow Laurie out and move into peer rooms (air purifiers are 
running and all volunteers are vaccinated). Come build your 
faith community with old friends and make news ones. Come 
reconnect! High school youth are welcome as helpers. This is 
a great way to give back, gain service hours and put on your 
resume.  Contact Laurie. 

Reminder to parents/guardians: Please pick up and sign 
out your child (PreK up to 5th grade) at 11:30am after you 
have greeted the pastor and had some fellowship time with 
others following worship. 

Young Apostles  
(3rd – 5th graders & a Parent/Grandparent) 

This group meets once a month for fun-filled 
fellowship. Recreation, Bible study, mission 
projects, laughing & talking, and, most important, 
creating bonds that will steer our children into 
lasting friendships in their teen years. This is all 
found in Young Apostles. 

Next Gathering is April 10 at 4pm - Come join 
the fun as we gather together in Fellowship Hall, 
get to know each other, do a mission project 
activity together all in one hour. 

Our last gathering before summer will be next 
month, May 15th. 

Youth Ministry 

Calling ALL Youth! Do your part and reach out to each other.  Help build our youth numbers back up so you see 
your peers & friends each week. ☺ 
Mark your calendars! Youth will not meet on Sundays when there is no school on that Monday: April 17 & May 29 
Junior Youth - 6th-8th grade - April 3, 10, and 24 from 11:30am to 12:30pm  
Join Pastor Josh & Laurie for fellowship and an art project: Who is Jesus to you? Spend some time hanging in the 
Youth Room with your peers. We’ll close in time to get you home for lunch.   
Youth Gathering for High School - 9th – 12th grade 
We will meet again on Sunday, April 10th, 4pm-5:30pm. The Youth will work on a making a sign that shows our 
church’s support for transgender and gender nonbinary youth as part of our Open and Affirming work. Kathryn 
Brennan will join us. Bring clothes you can paint in.  
Join the Youth Ministry Team 
A group of adults are forming to help the staff (Pastor Josh & Laurie) plan and lead youth times, mission 
experiences and trips. Join Barb Smith & Kathryn Brennan. The goal is to build the team up to 8 to 12 adults who, 
through their involvement in the program, will build relationships with our youth and therefore help build our 
programs. Interested? Want to hear more? Reach out to one of us, we’d love to chat with you. Help our youth build 
long lasting relationships and stay connected to their church.      

Vacation Bible Camp - Coming August 8-12, 2022 - Mark your calendars!!! 
Food Truck Party: On a Roll with God! 

Outside on the church lawn or inside on a rainy day. Join the fun! Registration is open 

and ready: https://www.fccej.org/v5/grow-in-faith/vacation-bible-camp/ 

VB Camp Team is Coming Together 

Recruitment is underway for this year’s station leaders! We can use your help with 

Crafts, Science, Snack & Mission/Service. We are also looking for youth helpers (going 

into 7th grade and up) and a photographer. https://www.fccej.org/v5/grow-in-faith/

vacation-bible-camp/ 

Station leader guides are ready to be passed out to help with planning. VB Camp Team meeting will be 

coming in mid March. Not sure where or how you’d like to get involved? Contact Laurie and she’ll be happy 

to sit down with you and figure you what works for you. 



 

 

Communications 
Hannah Tracy created a poster that highlights great aspects of our church family with a QR code so people can 
easily find our website with a reader on their smartphone. We had a productive brainstorming session to identify 
possible places in the community to hang them. If you see a bulletin board in a local coffee shop or restaurant, 
take a look and you might see a copy. You’ll recognize our logo in the corner. ☺ A sample of the poster was passed 
around at the recent Leadership retreat. 

The committee reviewed the Google Form that was used for the church survey. This review was regarding the 
different options in a form, and how the results can be viewed so that the team members have familiarity if we 
need to do another survey. The group agreed that the Google Form seemed to work well for our purposes. 

The Children & Youth page of the website has been updated, and the Faith @ Home page has been reorganized 
with additional content. At the time of writing this article the website didn’t have information for Lent/Easter, but 
that should be available by the time this Newsletter is published.  

Respectfully submitted by Andrea Sharp 

Committee Members: Francis Gravel, Goeff Brown, Hannah Tracy and Andrea Sharp 

Camping Ministry 
FCCEJ Camping Trips 
Whether you like to camp in a tent, lean-to or a camper we hope you will join us! Our camping weekend of June 
24-26 is at Lake Carmi State Park. Labor Day weekend will be at Grande Isle State Park, September 2-4. Book your 
campsite! Our time together will begin Friday evening and run until Sunday morning for each event. Join us for 
the full weekend or the days that work for you. This is a flexible time to appreciate God’s great outdoors. Please 
forward your site number to Laurie or Pastor Mark so we can make a map for everyone.  

Outdoor Ministry Camps 

Family Camp Weekend at Horton Center – Interested? Are you considering going to Horton Center but not sure 
about a full week? What about testing it out with your family for a weekend? Laurie is thinking about attending 
‘Family & Friends – Beginnings’ on Memorial Day weekend May 27-30th. This is a great way to check out and 
experience HC with the whole or part of the family and have Laurie there with you to sweeten the weekend. 
Sound good? Reach out and let her know! She’d love to hear from you and spend her weekend at HC with you. All 
ages are welcome for this family weekend. Laurie knows the directors, Jon & Lily. It will be amazing! Check it out 
here: https://hortoncenter.org/summer_camp_sessions/family-friends-beginnings/ 
www.hortoncenter.org  
Camp Scholarships await you! FCCEJ is ready to help send you to outdoor ministry camp whether it be Horton 
Center (NH), Silver Lake Conference Center (CT) or Pilgrim Lodge (ME). Attending camp is a powerful way to 
connect with God and with others while enriching your faith. If you like VB Camp then you are going to LOVE your 
time at camp. Camp is a 24/7 experience that will be life changing and a fantastic adventure. Contact Laurie or a 
pastor for more info. 

First Community Concert at First! 
FCCEJ is thrilled to announce Community Concerts at First - a music series that celebrates amazing artists 
from Vermont and New England and brings our community together. Community Concerts at First is an 
opportunity to hear great music and raise funds for FCCEJ and our community partners. 

Vermont pianist Claire Black will perform our inaugural concert on Sunday, May 15 at 7pm. A classical 
pianist with a vibrant history of performances as a soloist, chamber musician, and accompanist, Ms. Black 
will present a program of solo piano music by Robert and Clara Schumann. Ms. Black trained at the 
Cleveland Institute of Music and Baldwin Wallace University. The concert program will highlight the 
gorgeous sound of FCCEJ’s newly acquired 2001 Steinway B piano.  

Join us on Sunday, May 15 at 7pm! Support the FIRST Community Concert at First! Reservations for Claire 
Black can be made in advance (suggested) or you can make a donation at the door. Seating is limited so 
make your reservation early! Suggested donation of $20 per adult (under 18 free). Please email Alex at 
jgutsrus@gmail.com or look for us after service in Fellowship Hall. 
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Missions Committee 
The Chili Grab ‘n Go Was a Huge Success:  Our heartfelt thanks to all the volunteers, including the 
computer techies, Jen our administrator, the chili chefs, dishwashers, delivery woman, cheerleaders, 
short order kitchen workers, cashier, and our customers! Thank you also to the Food Pantry folks for 
making room in the refrigerator for all the fantastic chili! It was a lot of fun especially when we knew 
we had enough quarts of chili to cover our orders!! We had a few extra quarts to sell to walk-ins off 

the street! $1482 was raised to aid the Ukrainian People!! A special thank-you to Monica John, who was the 
coordinator and fantastic leader of this successful project. 

Easter Special Offering for Pastor’s Fund:  Your missions committee would like to remind you of an 
opportunity to give to the Pastor’s Fund this April. This fund is used at the discretion of our ministers to provide 
support for heating bills, emergencies, food etc. for both members and non-members of our church. What a great 
way to show our caring to our neighbors in need! The date of this offering is April 17, Easter Sunday, but 
donations are always gladly welcomed anytime. Please clearly mark your donation for the Pastor’s Fund. 

Outdoor Ministry Offering:  The members of the missions committee would like to thank you for the funds 
donated for the February Outdoor Ministry special offering. With some of the funds raised with this offering and 
offerings in the past, your missions committee voted at their March meeting to send $2000 to the Horton Center, 
which is a faith-based camp and retreat center in New Hampshire, for much needed equipment. For more 
information about the Horton Center, please go to their website at: https://hortoncenter.org/ 

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering: The UCC works with international partners to provide sources of clean 
water, food, education and health care, small business micro-credit, advocacy and resettlement for refugees and 
displaced persons, and emergency relief and rehabilitation. One Great Hour of Sharing also supports domestic and 
international ministries for disaster preparedness and response. Thank you for all your donations! You can access 
videos and other information about this important offering at the UCC website: https://www.ucc.org/oghs/ 

 

We are looking for 50-60 Easter baskets to distribute to home-bound people in our community. You may 
either donate assembled baskets or basket items. Contents typically include non-edible gifts except for 
some teas (e.g., lavender, green tea, chamomile) and digestives (e.g., lemon or vanilla wafers.) Examples of 
non-edible gifts are (not limited to) the following: puzzles (e.g., crosswords, Sudoku, jigsaw), pencils, note 
pads, bingo markers, mandala coloring books, greeting cards, stuffed animals, playing cards, lip balm, stress 
balls, lotions, travel tissues, hand sanitizers (scented and non-scented OK), plant starters, flower seeds, and 
other tchotchkes. Hand-made gifts are also greatly appreciated. 

Requests: If you wish for a friend or family member to receive a basket, please visit our website to sign up 
via Sign-Up Genius: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0A48AAAD2CA2FF2-called or send an email to 
welcome@fccej.org. 

Donations: Bring your baskets and items to the church office between 8am and 2pm 

Delivery Volunteers: If you are able and willing to serve as a basket deliverer, there is a Sign-Up Genius for 
you, too: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0A48AAAD2CA2FF2-volunteers. Thank you!  

Called 2 Care Easter Baskets 

Heavenly Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is allowing families to 
“shop” inside on a limited basis. Masks are 
still required for  volunteers and patrons, 
and we are committed to continue the 
mission of feeding those in the area who 
need assistance. The next food distribution 
is Monday, April 11 from 5pm to 7pm. 
Please consider donations of the following 
items: Chunky soups, canned fruit, toilet 
paper, canned baked beans, canned pasta, 
rice, empty dozen-size egg cartons. 
www.fccej.org/Serving-Others/Heavenly-
Food-Pantry. 

Heavenly Cents Thrift Shop News! 
We need YOUR help re-filling the shelves and racks with warm-
weather inventory! Please remember all items need to be in saleable 
condition to be accepted by our sorter. We accept men’s, women’s, 
and children’s clothing, bed and table linens, artwork, smaller 
household items, and jewelry. For questions or to donate, contact 
Sue Wood at 878-3068 or email her at  woodsusanjane@gmail.com. 
Hours: The Thrift Shop is currently open on Tuesdays and Saturdays, 
10am-1pm and Wednesdays, 4-7pm. We accept donations during 
our business hours. 
Volunteers: If you are interested in contributing towards the mission 
of helping others in our community, contact Sue Wood or Elaine 
Raymond. The “crew” will be happy to welcome you to the shop and 
show you the ropes of operations! 



 

 

First Congregational Church of Essex Junction 
1 Church Street 
Essex Junction, VT 05452 
Phone: 802-878-5745 
Email: welcome@fccej.org 

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED 

FCCEJ.ORG  FCCEJ 

FIRSTCONGREGATIONALEJ         

FCCEJ_802  

Sunday Morning Worship - 8:30 & 10:15 
In-person and streamed via youtube.com/c/fccej  

(8:30 service only) 
Music: Marie Johnson and Denise Keating lead our Sanctuary 

Choir during first service and Rick Dooley leads our Praise 
Band Finally @ First at second service 

Communion is served on the 1st Sunday of each month.  

Visit us online: 

mailto:welcome@fccej.org

