FIRST
CONGREGATIONAL

CHURCH of Essex Junction

Love. Serve. Grow.

A Welcoming Community, Accepting and Serving All in the Spirit of Christ

The First Congregational Church of Essex Junction, United Church of Christ, is an
Open and Affirming congregation, embracing diversity and affirming the dignity
and worth of every person, because we are all created by a loving God. We seek to
live Christ's call for compassion, justice, healing and wholeness in life. Therefore,
we welcome into our community persons of every race, gender, age, sexual
orientation, faith background, nationality, ethnicity, marital status, mental and
physical ability, economic and social position, gender identity and expression,
level of education and family structure. We invite all to share in the life,
leadership, ordained ministry, lay ministry, worship, sacraments, responsibilities,
fellowship, blessings, and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow together in
faith and love.
1 Church Street
Essex Junction, VT 05452

Phone: 802-878-5745 E-mail: welcome@fccej.org Website: www.fccej.org
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The First Congregational Church of Essex Junction
Sunday, November 7, 2021
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
First Service: 10:15 a.m.

The Order of Worship

Our First Service with organ and traditional choir is streamed and begins at 8:30 a.m. with access on
our webpage @ www.fccej.org. You can watch that service any time thereafter. Our Second Service
with our praise band is live in the sanctuary at 10:15 a.m. and it is not streamed. Our Faith
Formation Program for all children occurs during the second worship service.

Currently, masks are required for all attendees.

Prelude I Will Call Upon the Lord Michael O’Shields
arr. Mark Hayes

An Extravagant Welcome

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey
you are welcome in this place.

Welcome Greeting and Announcements

Our Ministers will welcome everyone to church and then highlight some significant events and or
announcements in our shared life.

Musical Introit Praise the Name of Jesus Roy Hicks Jr.
Denise Keating

Call t0 WOTSHIP ..o Deacon Rusty Sargent

Leader: : Jesus invited the children to come and hear his words and accept his care: Come,
be God’s child if only for this hour.

People: We come to learn.

Leader: Come, those of you who grieve over loved ones who have died, and Jesus will
offer you hope.

People: We come to lovingly cry and hope.
Leader: Come, those of you who are excluded, for God will welcome you to the table.
People: We come to belong.

Leader: Come, those of you burdened with too much, and God will offer you a way to
refresh your spirit.

People: We come to give.
Leader: Come and let us worship the Living God.



Prayer of Invocation & Unison Lord’s Prayer................ccccccviniinnnnnnn. Deacon Rusty Sargent

Loving God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And do not let us fall into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever, amen.

Scripture Reading Hebrews 11:23-12:2

By faith Moses was hidden by his parents for three months after his birth, because they saw that
the child was beautiful; and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. By faith Moses, when he
was grown up, refused to be called a son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to share ill-
treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered
abuse suffered for the Christ to be greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking
ahead to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, unafraid of the king’s anger; for he persevered as
though he saw him who is invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood,
so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel.

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians
attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been
encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were
disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.

And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— who through faith conquered kingdoms,
administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped
the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies
to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept
release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even
chains and imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed
by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented— of
whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and
holes in the ground.

Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was
promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, without us, be made
perfect.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set
before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy
that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the
right hand of the throne of God.



Children’s Message: “Sinners and Saints” ..........ccovrieiinieniinnininieesse e Rev. Mark Mendes
*Opening Hymn I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry #351

I was there to hear your borning cry,
I’ll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized,
to see your life unfold.
I was there when you were but a child,
with a faith to suit you well;
I’ll be there in case you wander off
and find where demons dwell.

When you found the wonder of the Word,
I was there to cheer you on;

You were raised to praise the living God,

to whom you now belong.
Should you find someone to share your time
and you join your hearts as one,
I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme

from dusk till rising sun.

In the middle ages of your life,
not too old, no longer young,
I’ll be there to guide you through the night,
complete what I’ve begun.
When the evening gently closes in
and you shut your weary eyes,
I’ll be there as I have always been
with just one more surprise.

I was there to hear your borning cry,
I’ll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized,
to see your life unfold.

Pastoral Prayer......c.cocviiiiie e Rev. Josh Simon
A Time of Silence for Personal Prayer
Sharing Our Prayers with God and Each Other
Text prayers to Rev. Josh @ [920 858-6601]
Musical Prayer Response ~ Oh How He Loves You and Me Kurt Kaiser

Anthem Oh Come Thou God of Grace Althouse/Evans
Sanctuary Choir



Communion Meditation Strength and Sweetness Rev. Mark Mendes

A Litany fOr OUE SAINS......cccviiiiiiieiiiieiiiie e Deacon Rusty Sargent
Leader:: Today we come to recognize the power of God. We believe that God nurtures our
lives and walks with us as we journey back to the divine.

People: Jesus embodies these truths and invites us into the eternal realm of God
where peace, forgiveness and love reign.
Leader: We remember our saints that have recently joined their Maker. We proclaim their
names knowing that they live on in the very presence of our God. We remember
Irving Bartlett, Elizabeth Cilley, Emily Ehler, Stanley Hathaway, Stephen Hayes,
Phyllis Hogel, Marilyn Hyde, George Jackson, Dorothy Knox, Carlene Lawrence,
Siobhan Mayer, Karl Moody, John Poratti, Beth Terry

We also remember others who have gone before.....

Everyone is welcome to come forward and light a candle for a loved one who has died,
offering their name to the congregation and if so desired, share briefly who the person
was and their significance in your life.

People: We miss our saints and await the day when we will be re-united with them by
the power of God. May their memories bring comfort, peace, and love to our lives
today. Amen and Alleluia.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
The Invitation and Words of Institution
Sharing the Bread and the Cup
Today, we will partake of communion by passing the bread and cup out to each person: the
elements will be wrapped in plastic wrap with a small cup of juice. Each pew will get a
plate to unwrap and share. Please wait for the minister to direct you to dip your pieces of
bread into the cup and partake.

Special note: In order to welcome as many people as possible to Christ’s table, all bread is
gluten free and the juice is non-alcoholic grape juice.

Absolutely everyone is welcome at Christ’s table.

Celebrating Our Giving to God at First Church
Thank you to those at home who are joining us
and financially supporting our ministry.
Thank you to folks in the sanctuary who are present
and offering their gifts in the basket provided on the way out.
Thank you to everyone who has sent in their pledge card for 2022
and for everyone planning to send it in shortly.




*Closing Hymn For All the Saints #299

For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might:
Thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

O may thy soldiers, faithful, true and bold,
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old,
And win with them the victor’s crown of gold.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

O blest communion, fellowship divine!

We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;

Yet all the one in thee, for all are thine.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen.

| 515 01T 1 (o5 (o ) s U, Rev. Mark Mendes
Pastoral Benediction
*Sung Congregational Benediction
Go Now In Peace

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.

God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now is faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know God will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there, holding you in love.
God now in peace, in faith and in love.

*Postlude: Lily of the Valley Charles Fry

*Please stand if you are able.
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® Bridge Group, 3rd Fridays @ 1:30pm

OUR PRAYER MINISTRY

If you require prayers for yourself or a loved one; or if you wish for a call from a pastor,
please contact welcome @fccej.org or call 1(802) 878-5745.

Catherine McMaster’s sister : Margaret Sprague
Robert Howe
The Family of Mary Gellatly

Bruce Giannuzzi
David (David Irwin's friend)

Nancy Hayes
Bill Barrett (Nancy Hayes son-in-law) Jordan
Patty Garvey Jonah Moos' Father
Dave Johnson Sean McKenzie
Joe and Ann Wells Jaime Real
Maureen MacKenzie Claire Glatz
Emily Broude
Carlene Lawrence’s Family
The flowers on the altar Duke Ehler and the Family of Emily Ehler
. i |
are given by College Students (and their parents!)
Alison & Carl Wermer ...and all persons affected by COVID19
in honor of their
children’s birthdays
'\
ALTAR FLOWERS REQUESTS
All altar flowers request slots for 2021 are fulfilled!
If you wish to retrieve your flowers, please email welcome@fccej.org or call 1(802) 878-5745.
NEWSLETTERS Sunday Worship @ 8:30 & 10:15
Slgnup Online! httpS.//blt.ly/deSHJl Communion on Ist Sundays
Our “Weekly Update” eNewsletter: Teleworship: youtube.com/c/fccej
http://bitly3rlsiSy ¢, Sermon Talk Back (Hybrid Format!)
Our monthly “SPIRIT@FIRST” eNewsletter* | Tuesdays @ 8:30am, Marvin Lounge
http://fccej.org/vS/category/newsletters/ ' ...and Zoom: http://zoom.us/j/740803865
*available in a printed, snail-mailed format Life Story/Memoir Club
ONGOING PROGRAMS! 3rd Wednesdays @ 1pm

Contact Pete Schmalz (pnschmalz@comecast.net)

® Coffee Clatter, every Friday @ S8am,

Martone’s . Noontime Book Group
' 3rd Mondays @ 11:30am, Marvin Lounge
~ Zoom component is on hiatus

Marvin Lounge

n FACEBOOK r'] INSTAGRAM vﬁv INTERNET [ yOUTUBE

A~ 4
bit.ly/39039ht bit.ly/3rlfgZf fccej.org bit.ly/30PpBv9
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MINISTRY DIRECTORY

Staff
Senior Pastor: Rev. Mark Mendes [mmendes@fccej.org]
Associate Pastor: Rev. Josh Simon [jsimon@fccej.org]
Minister of Visitation: Rev. Ron Faux [revronfaux@gmail.com]
Christian Education Director: Laurie Chipman [Ichipman@fccej.org]
Church Administrator: Jen Kelly [welcome@fccej.org]

Music
Currier Bell Choir: Alison Wermer [clwerme@msn.com; P# 802-879-7650]
Finally @ First Director: Rick Dooley [rickdooley5@gmail.com]
Men @ First Director: Bill Bickford, Jr. [bill.bickford@aol.com]

Officers
President: Cathy Shearer [802-878-6023]
Vice President: Brenda Dawson [802-881-5253]
Financial Secretary: Rob Sinkewicz [802-878-4470]
Treasurer: Dan Petherbridge [802-879-0261]
Clerk: Christine Sinkewicz [802-878-4470]
Historian: Ann Gray [802-878-4088]
Auditors: Betsy Weischedel [802-922-2094] & Steve Wood [802-878-3068]

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Lisa Clark [802-872-5849]
Communications: Francis Gravel [802-318-6235]
Deacons: Judy Pomainville [802-236-0604]
Finance & Pastoral Relations: Cathy Shearer [802-878-6023]
Hospitality: Jen Dooley [802-578-0230]
Human Resources: Brenda Dawson [802-881-5253]
Missions: Paula Sargent [802-879-3598]
Music: Denise Keating [802-345-8900]
Nominating: Dick Harris [802-644-6488]
Stewardship: Kathryn Brennan [802-878-9509]
Trustees: Kaki McGeary [802-879-2062]
Ushering: Marlene Frank [802-872-9126]

Recognized Groups
Heavenly Cents Thrift Shop: Sue Wood [802-878-3068] woodsusanjane@gmail.com
Heavenly Food Pantry: Valerie Gabert [802-879-0109]
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