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News from your Pastor….. 

 

BIG NEWS.   The Deacons and ordained clergy have determined to add a new worship 

service once a month on the first Saturday of the month at 4:30 p.m. starting on October 6, 2018.  We 

have debated the wisdom of this for years but recently there have been some younger families that have 

encouraged us to have a non-Sunday morning worship service so that attending worship would not interfere 

in family or organized sports time.  As a parent of active kids, I understand these pressures.  This service 

will allow you to ski on a Saturday or Sunday and still make worship or go to your basketball practice and 

still make church.  So this worship service is an experiment for this year; 9 services just to see if there is a 

need to fill and or a way to continue to reach out to our members with spiritual opportunities.   

 

The service will be a little shorter and include a more informal time of communion, more interaction and 

dialogue and acoustic music.  The service will definitely be family and kid friendly.  We are still flushing 

out some of the details and looking for people that want to help.   

 

I would like to make a special request to have twenty or so people intentionally come to the new service so 

that there is enough mass to make worship work.   If you are interested in being a part of the “original core” 

group and feel as if you can commit to coming to most of the nine services throughout the year, then let me 

know.   

 

As we move forward, any constructive feedback is welcome; just speak to Rev. Mark or Rev. Josh or one 

of your Deacons. 

Looking forward to seeing you there. 

 

Rev. Mark 
 

SPECIAL SERVICES & EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER 
 

 

Our Two Service Worship Schedule Begins on September 9th 

Communion, September 2 (One Service 9am) will have people come forward to receive 

 

September 9th ~ Welcome Back Sunday 

We will have a picnic, music and a day of fun to WELCOME everyone back to church!  There will be 

food and games and of course the big Bouncy House after the 10:15 service!  We will begin our two 

worship times: 8:30 am & 10:15 am, with the first service being a little more traditional with our 

Sanctuary Choir and our second service being more contemporary with our Finally at First band and 

Sunday School.  It is a great Sunday to invite a neighbor or a friend to church 

The Spirit at First 

September 2018 
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Welcome Carol Spradling ~ Our New Organist/Choir Director 

Our New Organist / Choir Director, Carol Spradling came at the end of last year and 

not everyone was able to come and get to know her so we are going to have a 

Sunday where we have a reception and offer a time for everyone to meet and greet 

her in good 1st Congo style. After each service on September 16th, there will be 

food and a time to get to know Carol.  There will also be a time during the service 

where she tells us a little about her life and journey to us.  And for those of us who 

have heard her play, there will of course be beautiful music during the worship services. 

 

 

Pride Parade 2018! 

A number of United Church of Christ Churches in the Champlain Association will be 

marching together in the PRIDE Parade in Burlington on September 8th.  Everyone 

that wants to participate is welcome to carpool over with us at 10:45 a.m. where we 

will gather at the parade line up.  We will be leading the charge with our parade 

winning Memorial Day Parade float from a couple of years back.  We will gather with colleagues and 

friends from other UCC churches and hand our rainbow crosses and spread a little bit of God’s love.   

Children of all ages are welcome to come and join us as we spread God’s love. 

On August 29th at 7:00 pm, there will be a team to help decorate the float with banners and to paint the 

rainbow crosses that we will be handing out during the parade.  We will need your help so come to church 

and meet us there. 

 

 

DEACON’S CORNER 
 

Greetings!  The days are definitely getting shorter and hopefully the nights are getting cooler!  Perhaps 

even the days will not be quite so warm.   

Rally Day is September 9th, the beginning of a new program year, and the return to two worship services 

on Sunday mornings at 8:30 and 10:15!  In the coming months we are looking forward to Devon 

Thomas’s Ecclesiastical Council and Ordination, Mission Sunday, Blessings of the Animals and 

Reformation Sunday.   

We are also excited to offer an once monthly additional worship service at 4:30 PM on the first Saturday 

beginning October 6th.  We are still in the planning stages of these services, and appreciate any input you 

may have. 

With warmth and peace, 

Betsy Weischedel 
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ASSOCIATE PASTOR NEWS 
 

Welcome back to a new programmatic year! I hope you had a great summer! 

I am excited to begin a new programmatic year with you. Even though I was here for half of last year’s 

programmatic year, I did not start the programmatic year with you. We made some changes to the 

program last year, not a lot, but some. Sometimes when we’re in the middle of something we realize that 

something isn’t working, so we try to make changes and adjust. Some of those changes work and some of 

them don’t. That’s just part of life. Much of the Christian church is realizing that something isn’t working, 

that we’re not connecting to people as well as we once did, so it too is changing and adjusting. I, too, am 

changing and adjusting. I try to reflect often on what is or isn’t working for me or for programs that I lead. 

Sometimes I don’t know when somethings aren’t working until someone lets me know what it is that isn’t 

working. One of the things that I ask of you is to be with me as I grow and change. I am open to 

constructive feedback. I appreciate it the most when someone approaches me with feedback and what they 

think might be a solution. I might disagree with the solution, yet I will be open to hearing it. My door is 

always open; my email (except when I’m on vacation) is always available to accept your concerns.  

High School Youth Group resumes! Call out Sunday is September 16th at 5pm at the church. We’ll be 

hosting a potluck that night with youth and their parents/guardians. Purpose for meeting on the 16th is for 

guardians and youth to sign forms, greet each other, and begin the year off right with a meal. High School 

Youth Group is going to meet every Sunday from 5-7pm, except holidays and the fifth Sunday of each 

month. If every Sunday does not make sense halfway through the year, we can try something else.  

Young adult gatherings and potluck resume this month. Our first one is Friday, September 28, 7-9pm at 

the parsonage (3 Church St). This is a potluck for young adults, whatever your definition of that is. 

Childcare is not provided. Bring your children along. RSVP with me and let me know what dish you 

would like to bring.  

 

High School Youth Group Schedule                                                                                                             

September 16: 5-7pm                                                                                                                                 

September 23: 5-7pm                                                                                                                                 

September 30: No youth group 

 

Faith Formation Peer Groups for 2018-19                                                                                                   

Preschool, Kindergarten, First & Second Grade                                                                                          

Third & Fourth Grade, Fifth-Eighth Grade                                                                                                             

High School Youth are encouraged to help with a peer group and/or attend worship.  See Josh or Laurie 

Join the team of leaders and helpers for a peer group.                                                                                            

See our Volunteer section for more information and contact Laurie. 
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Laurie’s Lens 

As I write this I am sitting in my basement office which is no longer feeling like a cool 

basement thanks to our very humid and warm August days.  I have continued to welcome the 

presence of God around me whether I’m in my office, at camp, driving or riding in the car, with family 

and friends, at home tending my flowers or just resting on my deck and soaking up God’s beauty rays.  I 

pray that you have found God with you on your journeys this summer too and enjoyed the cool breezes 

whenever and wherever they arrived.   With Outdoor Ministry camp week at Rock Point and Vacation 

Bible Camp behind me, I am so looking forward to Welcome Back Sunday, September 9th, and seeing 

everyone back here at First Church to celebrate the beginning of our Fall Faith Formation program.  There 

will be time to catch up with old friends and meet new friends throughout the morning.  Our VB Campers 

and volunteers will gather at 9:45am to practice their song for worship, the children and youth will play 

some games following the children’s message and then will return to their families as we all transition to 

our Welcome Back picnic sponsored by our Christian Education committee (hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, 

watermelon).  There will be a potluck dessert table, so please bring a finger friendly dessert to share.  We 

are praying for good weather so the Bouncy House and some lawn games, can be outside.       

We ask for your help in encouraging the children and youth to be a part of worship, especially on our 

intergenerational first Sundays of the month.  We are striving for them to always know how loved they are 

and welcome, each and every week.  It is important all our children and youth know they can participate in 

our worship community and feel the love all around them.  They can help usher and greet, acolyte (3rd 

grade and older) by carrying the light of Christ in and out of worship, and those who would like to read 

during worship can speak to Pastor Mark, Pastor Josh or myself and be assigned to help the deacons read 

the call to worship, a scripture reading or possibly a dramatic reading.   

On Sunday, September 16th the kids and youth will have their first music and peer group time (Cherubs -

preschool up through 2nd grade; Joyful Noise -3rd through 8th graders). On special Sundays throughout the 

year we will also have our Hands-On Mission Sundays to bring all the peer groups together as a 

community on a mission theme.  On Communion Sundays, 1st Sunday of the month, Spiritual Friends 

(adults who are not leading class/group times) will gather with the preschool and kindergarteners and 

build a community with story time, snack and Godly play dough time before returning to worship to share 

in Holy Communion with their families.  Our Communion Sundays are also our intergenerational Sundays 

when we focus on having children and youth more engaged and participating in worship – greet/usher, 

acolyte, read scripture.  As we continue to build our team of Faith Formation volunteers (two to three 

adults for each peer group), please be in touch if you find that you are being called to participate and are 

wondering how and what you can do.  My door is always open and I’m happy to receive emails and phone 

calls anytime.  Faith Formation is a time for growing our connection with God through others, finding and 

spending time with individuals and groups who become our support team that help us celebrate our good 

times and be with us and pray for us when we are struggling.  May we all continue to grow in faith and 

know that we have our support team right here at FCCEJ!  

Blessed to be among you, Laurie,  Christian Education Director 
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STEWARDSHIP 
 

When You Put Money in the Mail or Offering Plate, Please Put 

on the Memo Line/Envelope Where It Goes, ie) Pledge,                                 

Capital Campaign, Per Capita, Children’s Offering 

 
 

Greetings from your Stewardship Committee!  We hope you had a wonderful 

summer.  Fall will be upon us soon, as will be our 2019 Stewardship 

Campaign.  Please look in your mail for more information in 

September.  Following up on our very successful capital campaign, it's important 

to remember that it is your annual pledge that keeps our doors open, funds our 

programs, pays staff, and allows us to serve God through activities in the church and in our 

community.  We hope you will make a pledge to support the church when asked.  Thank you! 

 

Special Offerings: September-Seminary Sunday, October-Neighbors in Need, November-Food Pantry, 

December-Christmas Fund 

 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

September 9th ~ Welcome Back Sunday ~ two services resume ~ 8:30 & 10:15am 

Welcome Back Sunday Directory Pictures                                                                                                   

See Jessica Moos today to update your Directory Picture!  We are working on updating & accumulating 

all our people’s pics, some are SUPER outdated!  If you have a family pic you would like to send in 

instead, please send to welcome@fccej.org and we will upload to PowerChurch. 

September 16th ~ Junior Youth Kick Off (5th ~ 8th graders & Parents), 11:30am- 12:15pm                              

High School Youth Call Out, 5 -7pm  

September 23rd ~ Acolyte Refresher and Orientation ~ All Are Welcome!                                                                                    

Following our 10:15am worship in the Sanctuary with Laurie. 

September 20th  ~ Third Thursday Potluck Dish Share ~ 5:45-7pm ~  Fun for all!                                             

Bring a dish to share and we’ll have the rest! 

October 14th ~ Blessing of the Animals 
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 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN NEWS 
Our Home, Our Future, Our Time… 

We have wonderful news to share…As this newsletter goes to print, the Our Home, Our 

Future, Our Time Capital Campaign has received gifts and pledges of $935,000!  We thank 

everyone who has made a financial contribution to the Campaign. New gifts continue to come 

in, and every gift we receive will help us FILL THE HEART and make all our stretch goal 

projects possible. Pledge forms are available at the church office. If you would like more information 

about the Capital Campaign, please contact Co-Chairs Kaki McGeary or Dave Johnson. 

 Campaign Project Update…                                                                                                                            

Over the summer months, two roofing companies have replaced all the 

asphalt shingles on our buildings and repaired the slate roofs. New gutters 

have been installed to help better manage water run-off. It is anticipated 

that organ work will begin in October with cleaning, maintenance and 

other repairs.  We also hope to complete the replacement of old windows 

on the parsonage side of the building this fall. 

The other big project we had hoped to begin this summer/fall was the 

parking lot overhaul and construction of the new vestibule entrance and ADA bathroom near Fellowship 

Hall. Unfortunately, the contractor for that work backed out because another project 

in their pipeline moved forward more quickly than expected. While it may have been 

possible to secure another contractor this fall, it would mean delaying the project by 

several months. Rather than tear apart that entrance to the church during our busy 

Holiday Craft Fair and Advent season, the Trustees have decided to schedule the 

parking lot work for late spring/early summer 2019. This will also allow time for the 

Trustees to hire a General Contractor to oversee this complex and multi-faceted 

project. 

It is so exciting and heartwarming to see the results of all our fundraising to date – 

YOU have made this possible! And the great news is that we will continue to see 

new projects take shape and unfold in the months ahead. The Trustees are working hard to finalize project 

details, secure bids and coordinate all of the projects. They are responsible for spending the funds we have 

raised to ensure our church is truly OUR HOME.  

We will continue to keep you updated with news about our progress as we move forward. In the 

meantime, we ask for everyone’s prayers and patience as we tackle our very l-o-n-g list of projects!  For a 

complete list of campaign projects, including the important projects that we hope to complete if we reach 

our stretch goal of $1.09 million (we are getting so close!), please visit the 

Capital Campaign page on the church website at www.fccej.org.  

With heartfelt gratitude, 

Kaki McGeary and Dave Johnson. Co-Chairs 

http://www.fccej.org/
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 CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES 
 

Music Time During Faith Formation ~ September 16th                                                                  

Cherubs ~ Preschool - 2nd grade gather in the Youth Lounge on Sundays to sing a song 

or two before moving on to their peer group locations.  Jenny Bourn is their leader.                                                                          

Joyful Noise ~ 3rd - 8th graders gather in the Marvin Lounge for songs and music before 

moving on to their peer group locations.  Jessica Moos is their leader. 

Faith Formation Sunday School Calendar                                                                               

Preschool – 8th Grade                                                                                                                                 

September 2nd ~ Summer Faith Formation ~ self- led Activity Bin in Fellowship Hall by Nursery door              

Kids encouraged to bring a parent to FH while spending time being creative. 

September 9th ~ Welcome Back Sunday~ Fall Faith Formation Program Begins                   

Picnic sponsored by the CE Committee after 2nd service ~ finger Dessert Potluck table 

September 16th & 23rd ~ Music & Peer Group time 

September 30th ~ Hands-On Mission Sunday 

October 7th ~ 1st Sunday Spiritual Friends with preschool & kindergarteners                                                

World Communion Sunday ~ Intergenerational Worship 

October 14th~ Music & Peer Group time 

October 21st ~ Hands-On Mission Sunday 

October 28th ~ Music & Peer Group time 

 

Confirmation Class Interest?                                                                                                

Revs’ Mark and Josh are trying to find out if there is any interest in having a 

Confirmation Class this year?  If you have a young adult in 9th grade or above and 

they are interested in attending Confirmation and being confirmed, then please let us 

know ASAP [802 878-5745].  In the past we have offered it every other year but last year we had enough 

interest for consecutive years.  We would love to offer it as an option this year as well, so let us know. 

Acolytes                                                                                                                         

Acolytes carry the light of Christ into the Sanctuary at the beginning of worship to remind us that God 

is with us.  Then they carry the light out at the end of worship to remind us that God continues to be 

with us wherever we go.  This is a great way for all those who are in 3rd grade or older to participate in 

worship. You can acolyte solo or with another friend or parent.  Signup sheet is located on the bulletin 

board before you walk up the steps to worship.  See Laurie for questions.                                                                                                                  

September 23rd ~ Acolyte Refresher & Orientation following 10:15am ~ Sanctuary 
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Ring the Bell 
All children and their families are welcome to sign up and ring the church bell 15 minutes 

before worship begins.   Signup sheet is located on the bulletin board before you walk up the 

steps to worship (beside the Acolyte signup).  Instructions are at the top of the sheet as to 

which rope to pull and how many times to ring the bell.   We love to have our church bell ring every 

Sunday morning before worship! 
 

2018 Faith Formation Offering ~ Jamaica Children ~ Uniforms & Books                                                    

Current Giving Total is $541.58                                                                                                                

Keep remembering to bring your Offering!                                                                                                       

$1 a week can go a long way!  If every child and youth contributed a $1 a week we 

could raise over $2000 to help Jamaica kids have uniforms & books so they can go 

to school and learn to read and write.  Bring your offering each week & don’t forget to use the children’s 

envelopes in the pews so our counters know your money goes to the Jamaica Children.   

 

All our First Church Youth Programs are Parent Supported!                                                                           

1 to 3 parents/volunteers are needed at each youth group gathering!                                                                 

Youth Group bulletin boards can be found in the staff hallway.                                                                      

Junior Youth by Laurie’s office / High School Youth by Josh’s office                       

Many thanks for those of you who filled out the doodle poll and helped us look at the time of when JY 

meet.  We will be continuing our regular time of 11:30am to 1:30pm when we meet on the 1st Sunday of 

the month and will try a new time of 3-4:30pm on the other day of the month.   

Junior Youth @ FCCEJ                                                                                                                                       

5th - 8th graders meet TWICE a month                                                                                                              

Faith & Mission Focus ~ Meal ~ Fellowship/Games                                                                                              

Mark your calendars! Will pass out full calendar on Sept. 16th                                                                                                                                  

September 16th ~ 11:30am – 12:15pm ~  JY Call Out                                                                                  

Parents meet in the Youth Lounge on 2nd floor ~ sign up for snack or meal                                                          

5th -8th graders gather on the 3rd floor 

September 23rd ~ 3pm – 4:30pm                                                                                                                   

October 7th ~ 11:30am – 1:30pm                                                                                                                   

October 21st ~ 3pm – 4:30pm 

High School Youth Group @ FCCEJ                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

September 16th : 5-7pm                                                                                                                               

September 23rd : 5-7pm                                                                                                                               

September 30th : No youth group 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_Jamaica.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Our Nursery                                                                                                                                                 

Our Nursery is one of the first places that our little ones and their 

parents feel the love of God and learn that the church is a safe place 

to be.  Parents ~ please be mindful of our Safe Conduct Guidelines 

and help us keep to our child ratio (2 children to 1 adult).  Volunteer 

to stay in the Nursery with your child if you see that extra hands will 

be needed.  Thank you for your help.  

We are looking to fill our staff person starting September 2nd.                                                                             

If you know of someone, please contact Laurie or Pastor Mark. 

 

  FELLOWSHIP  &  LEARNING 
 

Essex Eats Out Community Dinners Continue…                                      

1st Friday of Every Month ~ September 7th                                                                         

Come - Help – Eat      www.essexeatsout.org     

 

JOY (Just Older Youth)                                                                                                            
A group for the over 55 crowd (both men & women) meets the first Thursday of each 

month at 12 noon in the Marvin Lounge. If you have any questions about the group or 

need a ride please call the office.  Please join us with your lunch for our first program of 

the year on Thursday, September 6 at noon in the Marvin Lounge. 

Our program will be the Mentoring Program at Essex CHIPS.  Our speaker will be Eliza Kuchuk, Director 

of Youth Engagement. 

 

Wednesday Night Searchers Begins ~ September 12th, 7pm 

Each Wednesday night for the last ten years, we have had a group that has met and discussed 

many topics.  We have read books, gone on field trips, watched movies, exchanged ideas and 

questions with our Jewish and Muslim neighbors, researched issues of social justice and even 

studied the bible.  On September 12th at 7 p.m., we will gather to see if people want to continue 

meeting and if so what they would like to do.  Come with your ideas and enthusiasm. 

 

Third Thursday Potluck Series                                                                

Third Thursday, September 20th from 5:45 to 7pm                                                                                                                                               

Join us on the 3rd Thursday of the month for a great family dish share supper, 

fellowship and a chance to meet others here at First Church that you may not know and 

reconnect with old friends.  Everyone as First Church is welcome! Bring a dish to share…anything really.  

Come be a part of this wonderful faith community and connect with God through Christian fellowship and 

a meal!  Look for themes in the weekly bulletin or email Laurie/Josh for more info. 

http://www.essexeatsout.org/
http://www.grassrootsnorthshore.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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The Community of Bridge                                                                                                                          
On the third Friday of every month from 1:30-4pm, a group of FCCEJ members & friends 

gather to have a little fun playing bridge. This month the date is September 21st.  It is an 

open group and competition takes the back seat of enjoying each other’s company and having 

fun. We usually also get some home baked cookies and coffee to boot.  And on top of all of that, the 

winner gets a jar of Rev. Mark’s famous jam and bragging rights for a month.  Come and bring a friend. 

 

 

 

Faith on Tap                                                                                                                                               

Meeting People in Meeting Places outside the Church                                                                                           

Come join us for food and drinks at McGillicuddy’s Five Corners, 4 Pearl St, Essex Jct 

September 21st, from 6:00-8:00 pm 

Stay Tuned to the Bulletin for this Fall’s dates & topics 

 

 

Wednesday, September 19th , Noontime Book Group                                                                                   
The Noontime Book Group will meet on Wednesday, September 19 at 12:00 in the Marvin 

Lounge.  This month we will be discussing The Crossing Places by Elly Griffith. The first in a 

popular series of mystery novels featuring Dr. Ruth Galloway, a forensic archeologist, who lives 

in a remote area of Norfolk England.  Her routine life is upended when the local chief inspector calls on 

her to help solve the case of a little girl who went missing ten years ago.  This is a chance to recall our 

childhood memories of Nancy Drew.  Time to begin the fall with a good mystery.  Bring your lunch and 

come ready for some lively conversation.                                                                                                       

Please also bring your suggestions for books you’d like to discuss this year. 

 

 

 Yoga @ First!                                                                                                               

This fall, beginning with August 28th, Jonah will be offering ONE class on Tuesdays at 5:30-

6:45pm in the Fellowship Hall. All levels from beginner to experienced are absolutely 

welcome.  You can bring your own mat or borrow one of Jonah’s.  Classes are free but 

donations are gratefully accepted for FCCEJ.   

 

Women’s Spirituality Group                                                                                                    

The Women’s Spirituality Group will meet in Marvin Lounge at 9:30 am on the third Saturday of each 

month unless otherwise advertised.  All women of the church are invited to join us for interesting 

programs and wonderful fellowship. Please join us September 15th to share our summer adventures and 

plan for the upcoming year.  Bring your ideas for how we can continue to make Women’s Spirituality a 

vibrant resource in our church! 
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Coffee Clatter @ Martone’s                                                                                                                     

Every Friday at 8:05 a.m., Revs Mark and Josh welcome everyone to come and talk about 

any subject you would like. We talk politics, camping, travel, church life, community 

issues….any and everything that comes up.  We meet for one hour ~ join us! 

 

NEW DAY & TIME ~ Ladies Crafting Night Out                                                                                                     
Do you knit, crochet or do any other crafty projects that you would like to do in fellowship 

with others?  Join us in the Marvin Lounge the 4th Wednesday of each month at                         

2-4pm, September 26th for a time of common crafting. All are welcome!  

 

Tuesday Morning Sermon Talkback, 8:30 – 10am                                                        
Each Tuesday morning 15-20+ people meet over coffee and goodies to discuss what went on 

that week in worship.  We expand upon the sermon and explore the things that preaching 

just cannot get at in twenty minutes.  We explore any and every subject that might properly 

come forward -although we try to leave politics out of it!  We laugh, challenge, eat, share our stories and 

support one another in our life journeys.  It is a good group that you would be very welcome to attend.   

 

 MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Missions Moment                                                                                       
The Missions Committee will once again be coordinating a food drive for JUMP. 

Please watch the bulletin for the specific dates, but they will likely be at the end of 

the month of September and beginning of October. We will be passing out the 

bags and then collecting them filled a week later. Below is a list of items desired 

for each bag. We hope getting this information out ahead of time will allow folks 

to purchase the items to fill a bag now and then be able to fill it and return it the 

following week.                                                                                                                                            

Tomatoes: whole, crushed, stewed or diced                                                                                                

Spaghetti sauce                                                                                                                                                     

Pasta: macaroni and spaghetti                                                                                                                                

Rice: brown and white                                                                                                                                      

Cereal: Cheerios                                                                                                                                                   

Peanut Butter                                                                                                                                                          

Tuna Fish                                                                                                                                                                

Beans (dried and canned): kidney, black, northern, pinto, lentil, split peas**                                               

**Please collect only the items on the list!**                                                                                                   

Thank you for supporting JUMP and helping our low income neighbors! 

Thank you from the Missions Committee to each of you in advance for your help and generosity. We hope 

you all had a wonderful summer and will have a splendid autumn season. 
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Dismas House                                                                                                  

Across the state of Vermont there are four Dismas Houses that provide shelter and 

support to men and women making the difficult transition from incarceration to new 

lives. For several years now, we have once a month been serving a dinner on the 4th 

Wednesday of the month to the residents of the Winooski Dismas. Living there is a 

professional manager along with 10-15 people who have been released after serving 

their prison terms.  Our service to Dismas House comes from our belief that all of us 

are imperfect human beings, but that we all have the potential to be better people, and that that potential 

can be best realized with the support of others. Our participation in this program helps to lessen the 

feelings of estrangement that people released from prison are often burdened with. The residents and staff 

are extremely friendly and appreciative of our help.  We are currently looking for volunteers for 

September 26th.  Please contact Ed Steele at 871-5897 or edwardmsteele@msn.com if interested or with 

any questions.  A sign-up sheet is in the hallway exiting Fellowship Hall. We need four people to 

volunteer for each date (space is limited so that the residents and guests have a meaningful dinner 

experience.  Our FCCEJ group will decide the menu to feed 12-16 people (which includes the FCCEJ 

cooks), and then purchase and prepare the food (typically includes the main course as well as vegetables 

or salad – dessert is optional).  The Dismas House provides beverages, condiments, set-up and clean-

up.  There is no age on who can volunteer, great for retired folks on down and you can donate part of the 

meal even if you are not able to attend.  

 

  VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Heavenly Food Pantry                                                                                                      

Next Heavenly Food Pantry days are Monday, September 10th, 5:30-7:30pm                            

and Thursday, September 27th, 2-6pm                                                                                                                                              

We are all set right now for donations! Thank you SO much to our FCCEJ family and also 

the community at large.   

Heavenly Cents Thrift Shop News                                                  

Regular Hours: 10am-3pm Tues & Wed, 4-8pm Thurs                                           

Mark these dates on your Calendar                                                           

September 1st ~ Special Summer Sales Continue                                              

September 4th ~ begins the $3 Bag Sale on Clothes.  This sale won’t include the 

nearly new items. 

September 17th ~ Volunteer Pot Luck dinner at Sue Wood’s Home, 5:30pm                                                       

Any one interested in being a new volunteer is welcomed.  Join the FUN! 

September 25th ~ Fall and Winter clothes will begin to be on Sale 

Shoppers have asked for more Saturday hours and we have heard!  Starting Saturday, September 15th the 

shop will now be open the first and third Saturdays, 9am to 1pm.  Come and visit! 

mailto:edwardmsteele@msn.com
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Volunteers for 2018-19 Faith Formation Programs                                                                                      

Many ways to support First Church Children & Youth….Contact Laurie for more info!                                                                                                                             

Can you say YES to these statements? 

 I have been a part of the family here at FCCEJ for the least 6 months. 

 I would like to help support our children and youth continue to grow in their faith. 

 I have a willingness to learn and help them, knowing I don’t need to have all the answers. 

 I believe the FCCEJ Faith Formation programs are vital to this church 

 I am willing to support this ministry with my time and talents. 

Nursery ~ join our staff person and be a friendly face to the parents and the littlest ones among us during 

first service or second.  We strive for a two to one ratio in the Nursery.                                                       

1st Sunday Spiritual Friends ~ join Laurie on the first Sunday of the month on the 2nd floor and we’ll 

have great conversations with the kids.  Read a story, have snack, Godly playdough time and return to 

worship for communion.                                                                                                                               

Peer Class Leaders & Helpers ~ support one of our groups from preschool up through 8th grade.  Laurie 

sends out a weekly email to help keep you connected with plans for groups and special Sundays.  All 

items are gathered for you.                                                                                                                               

Hands-On Mission Sundays ~ preschool up through youth are together for a time of fellowship across 

the ages for on these days with a mission focus and group building activities.                                                                                     

Youth Group Helpers ~ come be present with the youth!  Still a youth at heart?  Want to get reconnected 

with youth today?  Join a group and or help with food.  Every time youth gather we are always looking for 

adults to help.     

 

10th Anniversary ~ Five Corners Christmas Craft Fest                                                

Saturday, November 10th 9am -3pm                                                                                                                          

Mark your calendar for this big holiday event! 

Another exciting year for our holiday event, as Holy Family, St. James Episcopal, 

Essex Junction Senior Center and First Congregational Church will celebrate the 

10th season together!   Special celebrations are being planned.  

Here’s some ways you can start preparing for this special event: 

 Sweet Shoppe and Bakery - Look through your recipes books for some items 

such as gluten free options, donuts, whoopee pies, peanut brittle and other 

homemade candy, gingerbread men, chocolate covered pretzels, various types 

of bars, jams/jellies, sauces, relishes, horseradish, salsa, etc.     

 

 Nearly New –Cleaning out your attic, garage or basement? Consider donating to the Craft 

Fest! We will be accepting items in Marvin Lounge beginning Sunday October 7th and they will 

be stored. We'd love all other kinds of donations including books, jewelry, purses, scarfs, 

housewares, pictures, frames, holiday items, craft supplies, nick knacks, puzzles, linens and toys.  
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 Silent Auction:  Start thinking of an item or services you could donate.  We are looking for such 

items as:  hosting a dinner, a day of golf, homemade pies, stay at a summer cottage, professional 

photographs, theatre tickets or sporting event tickets. We especially like to have services provided 

by our church members.   

 

 Craft tables:  Right now we have several spots available.  If 

you are interested, please contact Ann Gray at 878-4088.  The 

cost for church members is $20.  All crafters will be set up in 

Fellowship Hall and will receive a $5 voucher for lunch. 

 

 Decorating:   If you have any decorations you would like to 

donate, we’ll gladly accept.   We especially need wrapping 

paper.   Please drop off in Marvin Lounge anytime.   

 

Starting on October 14th until November 4th, the committee will have signup sheets after first service and 

second service for making a donation or signing up to volunteer at one of our amazing areas. If you have 

any questions or need additional information, please contact Linda Bogardus at 872-8972 or 

lbogardus@myfairpoint.net. 

 

 

        OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

                                                           

 

 

Jen’s Office Hours ~ Back To Fall/Winter Schedule  

Monday-Friday 9am – 2pm 
 

 

 

Memorial Service 
For Bill Bogardus, Linda’s father; Saturday September 15th, 1 pm Rev. Mark Mendes officiating.                  

Everyone invited for refreshments after the service. 

 

September Birthdays 
1st Dave Eaton, Katie Milne; 2nd Kevin Guild; 3rd Melody Frank, Marion Schneider, Eric Watt;               

4th Tom Dettre, Gary Galbraith, Elaine Raymond; 6th Ethan Koch, Graham Sicalowski; 7th David Antone, 

Ken Hopper, Marie Watt; 8th Phil Bourn, Austin Harris, Dillan Leach; 9th Riley Williams; 10th Andrea 

Sharp; 11th Nicholas Mendes; 12th Mindy Bero, Kevin Hamilton; 13th Judy Roy; 14th Josephine Abakah, 

Ann Gray; 15th Bill Bickford Jr.; 17th Aimee Koch, Bob Vincent; 18th Carol Bishard; 19th Ian Brennan, 

Julie Leach; 20th Maureen Evans, Charles McGeary; 21st Erica Garvey; 22nd Olivia Dusharm,            

Helen O’Neil; 23rd Muriel Nutting, Tristan Stein, Craig Watt; 24th  Merrill Cate, Jeremy Pinders,        

James Rushford; 25th Bruce Parker; 26th Julie Edwards, Alma Wilson; 27th Kathy Galbraith;                      

28th Nancy Hall; 29th Heather Stein; 30th Jenny Bourn, Keadyn Gackenheimer 

 

mailto:lbogardus@myfairpoint.net
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Dear Church Family, The yellow rose you delivered on my 86th birthday is just beautiful.  It 

makes growing older sweet.  Thank you so much, Sylvia Nyhagen 

Dear First Church, Thank you for the lovely rose.  Makes a birthday special.  Norma Edwards 

Thank you my church family for my lovely yellow rose!  I always look forward to receiving it on my 

birthday!  Never thought that I would reach 92 years!  Sincerely Jackie Knapp 

 

A big Thank You to all the knitters who made the lovely hats for our babies at the UVM Medical 

Center!  You are all very gifted knitters and have made many parents happy!   We send our 

deepest appreciation! With gratitude, Volunteer Services, Louise & Joan 

 

96  Eagle Scouts that have been approved in our church through the 

Eagle Scout Board of Review 

23 Pints of Blood that the American Red Cross collected at our Blood 

Drive on Monday, August 20th 

 

Vacation Bible Camp 2018                                                                                                                             

August 6-10 Rolling River Rampage: Experience the Ride of a 

Lifetime with God! 

Many thanks to all the hands that helped this year’s VB Camp!  

From all of you who helped donate items, to help set 

construction, helped decorate and volunteered your time for the 

full week of camp either as a helper or a leader of the station.  I 

keep hearing wonderful comments about camp week.  Blessings 

to all! 
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It truly takes a village!  

Hope you will join us next 

year! 
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VT Outdoor Ministry Camp 

Thank you for supporting OM camping and helping to 

send kids to camp. 

Many thanks for all your donations to support kids and 

youth going to UCC Outdoor Ministry camps! You are 

helping kids from FCCEJ and from across VT attend a 

UCC site in New England or for our VT UCC week at Rock Point Camp.  You are 

helping kids dive deeper than one can at even VB Camp or on Sunday mornings.  

Kids and youth get to breach it in for a full week, 24/7 sleeping in cabins, spending 

time in God’s outdoors and getting more in touch with who they are.  OM gives 

everyone a chance to grow in their faith, making friends and spreading their wings 

in a fun, safe and Spirit filled atmosphere...whether on the shores of Lake 

Champlain at Rock Point Camp or on the top of Pine Mountain at Horton Center in 

NH or beside Silver Lake in CT.   

 Scholarships are always accepted here at FCCEJ and at the VT Conference.  Checks can be made out to 

First Church with either ‘VTUCC Camp Scholarships’ or ‘FCCEJ Camp Scholarship’ on the memo line.   

For further questions, please connect with Laurie.  
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Please help us clean up our mailing list!  If you no longer wish to receive our 

newsletter, or would like to receive it electronically instead, simply: 
 E-mail an “unsubscribe” message to welcome@fccej.org , OR 

 Phone us at 802-878-5745, OR 

 Mail this page back to us at the address above 
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