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A Welcoming Community, Accepting and Serving All 

in the Spirit of Christ 
 

 “We covenant one with another to seek and respond to the Word and the will 

 of God. We agree to walk together in the ways of the Lord, made known and 

 to be made known to us.  We hold it to be the mission of the Church to 

 witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in all the world, while worshipping  God, 

 and striving for truth, justice, and peace. As in the past, we depend on the 

 Holy Spirit to lead and empower us.   We pray for the coming of the kingdom 

 of God, and we look with faith toward the triumph of righteousness and 

 eternal life.” 

One Church Street  

Essex Junction, VT  05452 

www.fccej.org 

 

Phone: 802-878-5745 

Fax: 802-872-8236 

E-mail:  welcome@fccej.org 

Twitter:  1stChurchEJ 

Facebook:  First Congregational Church of Essex Junction UCC      

 

Open and Affirming means that we welcome everyone to First   

Church including our GLBTQ brothers and sisters. 

 



The First Congregational Church of Essex Junction 

 United Church of Christ 

January 29, 2017     

 

Annual Meeting Sunday                                                           

Order of Worship             

       

Prelude                                             Open My Eyes                                             Scott 

                                                     Song of the Morning                                       Hughes 

                                                         Pastoral Scene                                            Hutson 

 

An Extravagant Welcome                        No matter who you are  

                                  or where you are on life’s journey, 

                                      you are welcome in this place. 

 

Welcome Greeting and Announcements 
Our Ministers will welcome everyone to church and then highlight some significant events in 

our shared life, then the Deacon on Duty will welcome everyone and invite people to raise 

significant celebrations to the congregation or introduce yourself or a friend as a guest.  We 

encourage everyone to sign the Friendship Book.   

 

 

Musical Introit by Joyful Noise                        Y -O-U                  Workshop of Wonders                         

  

Call to Worship 

 

 Leader:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 

 

People:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Leader:  Come, let us lift our voices in song.  Come, let us hear the word of 

God.  Come, let us explore the faith.   Come, let us celebrate the warmth of 

community.  Come, let us open ourselves to a relationship with the Divine.  

Come, let us worship our God. 

 
 

*Opening Hymn                   Beatitudes [song sheet]                adapted from Ducote       

 

 

       A Welcoming Church, 

                              Accepting and Serving All,    

                                                                         In the Spirit of Christ. 



Deacon’s Prayer of Invocation and Unison Lord’s Prayer (“trespasses”) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever, amen. 

 

Children’s Message                              “Questions”                                                                              
After the Children’s Message, children, Preschool-2nd grade  are welcome to go to their Sunday 

school class for our Faith Formation program.  Parents/Grandparents are welcome to 

accompany their children to their class, help get them settled and stay in class or return to 

worship.  Children will need to be signed out by an authorized person at 11:30am when class 

time ends. All older children & youth will stay in worship for “Ask The Pastor”.  Nursery-Allie 

Harris, our new staff person, is in the Nursery until 12:30. 

God has made us all a rainbow.   

Colors dancing ‘round and ‘round. 

In our hair and skin and eyes, big and little, every size, 

God has made us all a rainbow dancing ‘round.  

Jesus loves the little children,  

All God’s children of the world.   

Whether young or old or new, Jesus loves us through and through 

Teaching us to love all creatures in the world. 

 

Anthem by the Currier Bells              

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 Prayer Requests Offered within the Community 

 A Time of Silence for Personal Prayer 

 Musical Response by F @ F                  Lord I Need You                           Maher 

Lord I need you, oh I need you.  Every hour I need you. 

My one defense, my righteousness;  Oh God, how I need you. 

You're my one defense, my righteousness;  Oh God, how I need you. 

 

Offering Our Gifts to God 

       Invitation, Offering and Prayer of Dedication 

       Special Endowment Fund Collection 

  Anthem                                               Multiplied                                         Rinehart                      

 *Doxology # 778 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.   



Scripture Reading……….I Corinthians 12:1-26   [page 174] 

 

Hymn                                    Blest Be the Tie that Binds                                        #393 

 

Sermon                                          “Ask the Pastor”                                      Rev. Mendes 

                                                                                                          Devon Thomas 

During this time, Rev. Mark and Devon Thomas will answer questions written down on the sheet 

provided in the bulletin.  The Deacons will collect the questions during the hymn immediately 

prior to the sermon.  Everyone is invited to ask any question concerning any aspects of our 

ministry at First Congregational Church.   
 

AFFIRMING OUR PARTNERSHIP OF MINISTRY 

 

Deacon:  On January 28, 2008, the First Congregational Church of Essex Junction 

called the Rev. Mr. Mark Mendes to serve as our Senior Pastor.  On August 3, 2009, 

we called Laurie Chipman to serve as our Christian Education Director.   On 

February 19, 2013, we called Jen Dooley to be our Lead Administrator.  On January 

14, 2015, we called Catherine McMaster to be our Music Director…..again.   On 

March 9, 2016, we called Devon Thomas to be our Part Time Bridge Associate 

Pastor and then on August 22, 2016  our Part Time Co-Youth Director.   On August 

22, 2016, we called Erica Garvey to be our Part Time Co-Youth Director.  Come, let 

us affirm these decisions and ask our God to continue to bless our mutual ministry in 

Christ.        

 

People:  We are blessed to have Mark, Laurie, Jen, Catherine, Devon and Erica 

as our professional staff and we pledge our support to them as we partner in 

mutual ministry on behalf of the First Congregational Church of Essex 

Junction.      

 

Staff:  We thank the First Congregational Church, its members and friends, for the 

love, kindness, and support shown to us over this last year.  We ask forgiveness for 

the mistakes we have made.  We are grateful for the ways our leadership has been 

accepted. And we look to the future with promise and optimism.      

 

People:  We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness, and re-affirm our 

commitment to your ministry.  We express our gratitude for your dedication 

and work this last year.  We ask your forgiveness for our mistakes.  Your 

influence on our faith and faithfulness is appreciated and welcomed as we move 

into the unknown future.       

 

Ministers:  We forgive you and accept your gratitude, trusting that our time together, 

both in the past and time to come will be pleasing to God. 

 

 



VOWS OF PARTNERSHIP 
Deacon:  Do you, the members and friends of the First Congregational Church of 

Essex Junction promise your continued support of Mark, Laurie, Jen, Catherine, Devon 

and Erica?       

 

People:  We do, with the help of God.      

 

Deacon:  Do you offer your encouragement for their future ministry as it unfolds in 

new ways among us?         

 

People:  We do, with the help of God.       

 

Deacon:  Do you, Mark, Laurie, Jen, Catherine Devon and Erica offer your continued 

support for the ministry of the church’s leadership?      

 

Ministers:  We do, with the help of God.      

 

Deacon:  Do you offer your encouragement and prayers to all members and friends of 

this church, promising to treat all with the love of Christ?  And do you promise to pray 

for them, journey with them in the exploration of faith, teach them of your knowledge 

and care for them to the best of your ability?       

 

Ministers:  We do, with the help of God. 

 

WITNESS OF SHARED MINISTRY 

Church President:  On behalf of the First Congregational Church of Essex Junction, I, 

Brenda Crocket, President of the Church, witness to the words spoken: words of 

thankfulness, forgiveness, and a commitment to future ministry.   I, along with the 

members and friends of this church hold both our ministers and our members 

accountable to the promises made this day.  May we hold each other in prayer and 

pledge our commitment to our shared ministry in the future.       

 

Everyone:  Thanks be to God. 

 

PRAYER 

Deacon:  Let us pray.      

 

People:  God, whose everlasting love for all is trustworthy, help each of us to trust 

the future which rests in your care. During this past year, we were united  in your 

name and saw laughter and tears as well as hopes and disappointments. Guide us 

as we hold these cherished memories but move in new directions, as we work 

together to build a good and healthy church that gives glory to you here in Essex 

Junction.   Amen. 
 

*Closing Hymn                    Called as Partners in Christ’s Service                      #495 

 



Benediction  

 Pastoral Benediction  

 *Sung Community Benediction  

Go Now In Peace 

Go now in peace.  Never be afraid. 

God will go with you each hour of every day. 

Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 

Know God will guide you in all you do. 

Go now in love, and show you believe. 

Reach out to others so all the world can see. 

God will be there, watching from above. 

Go now in peace, in faith and in love 
 

*Postlude:                            Paraphrase on “O Store Gud”            Swedish Folk Melody                                   

  

   *Please stand if you are able.  

 

The flowers on the altar are given in loving memory                                                               

of Joan Baynham by her family and friends. 

 

Worship Participants 

Deacon: Myrna Doney/Rick Dooley 

Greeters:  Jen & Sam Dooley 

Ushers: Ann Marie & Mike Sullivan        

 

First Church’s Prayer Ministry 
 Rachel Jarvis    Bruce Parker         Keenan Weischedel 

 David Tibbetts     Annette       Tim Frazier  

 Emily Carroll & family          Dustin Keelty       Jaime Real 

      Carlene Lawrence    Carol      Don Mable 

 Louise Kolvoord    Roger Kalar      Leigh Davidson 

 Ralph Abeling    Suzanne                         Ruth Legendre                

 Emily Schueren & family   Sharon Kennedy      Don Foss 

 Campbell Miller    George Jackson       Cathleen & Lilianna 

 Donna       Brace-Hatch Family     Ed Constantine             
Please let us know if you would like a name added to our Prayer Ministry, you can write it on the   

Friendship Pad, call or email the office or send us a note, welcome@fccej.org  

 

*2016 Annual Reports are Available TODAY! Pick one up in the Narthex* 

*Make sure to stay after Service for Annual Meeting! *                                              

The meeting will occur at 11:30am and the Warning for the meeting is on the back of 

this bulletin. There is childcare available, sign your kids in to have fun with the youth. 



TONIGHT ~ Sunday Supper 

Join us for FCCEJ’s first Sunday Supper, tonight, Jan 29th at 5 pm! Instead of 

hibernating, venture out to a fellow member’s home for a potluck supper. If you are 

willing to drive someone to supper, let us know.  To sign up, write Sunday Supper next 

to your name in the Friendship book. If you’d like to host, add an H, and if you can 

provide a ride to  a supper, add an R. Questions? Call Lauren Starkey at 578-7505.    

Mondays ~ Yoga @ First ! 

New to yoga? Returning? Come sit with Jonah and practice a gentle sequence 

to integrate the mind, body, and soul. In each session, we focus, breathe, 

build heat, strengthen, and relax. We have switched to Monday evenings, 

from 5:30-6:30. Wear comfortable, nonrestrictive clothing. Bring a mat or borrow one 

of Jonah’s. Donations to FCCEJ are welcomed. 

 

Tuesday Morning Sermon Talkback  

Join us on Tuesdays from 8:30-10am for coffee, home baked goods and a lively 

discussion of the sermon (and other topics!) that was delivered the previous Sunday.  

Come for the conversation, the goodies, the camaraderie, or all of the above!  Join us! 

 

New Six Week Bible Study Series ~ ROCKING THE CREDO!!!                                                                     

Starting February 1st at 12pm and it will meet every other week. This 

series is meant to give people the opportunity to build up their own 

theology, so, perhaps you think of yourself as a Trinitarian, or perhaps you 

call yourself a Unitarian, but you don’t really know why. Maybe you think that the 

creation story is the most important part of the bible, or perhaps you don’t think that 

Christians need to know the “Old Testament” or Hebrew scriptures, at all. Well this 

bible study is meant to challenge you on those assertions and it is meant to give you all 

the introductory information you need to come to an educated conclusion as to why 

those beliefs may be important to you and are important in the Christian tradition. 

 

Wednesday Night Searchers  

We have moved on to our next book, “Man Is Not Alone: A Philosophy of 

Religion” by Abraham Joshua Heschel from until Feb 15th.  We have the books 

available in the office if you would like to pick one up and get into the reading.  

Come and bring a friend. 

Junior Youth @ FCCEJ 

February 5th ~ 11:30-1:30pm ~ Fun, Food & Games ~ Join us!  

*  *  *  Children, Youth & Family Announcements *  *  *     

*  *  *  THIS WEEK *  *  *     



Faith Formation Sunday School Offering 2017 

2017 Offering ~ $57.15 

Where will your 2017 offering go?  Voting on February 19th after worship! 

Bring your Sunday School offering each week and use an envelope in the pews for your 

money so that you know it will be put towards the Sunday School offering and not be 

confused with regular offering for the church. 

$1 a week can go a long way! 

 

Faith Formation Sunday School Calendar 

Preschool – 6th grade 

January 29th ~ Ask the Pastor  Sunday                                                                        

Be thinking of a question to ask Pastor Mark 

Faith Formation Class time for Preschool – 2nd grade 

February 5th ~ First Sunday Spir itual Fr iends 

 

All our First Church Youth Programs are parent supported! 

1 to 3 parents/volunteers are needed at every youth group gathering! 

Bulletin boards with Youth Group information can be found in the lower staff hallway. 

Sign up to volunteer and/or bring a meal. 

All youth, parents and volunteers ~ see a staff person to update and fill out paper work. 

 Food Pantry dates in February                                                                                       

Monday, February 13th & Thursday, February 23rd 

We are in need of boxes of cereal, tuna fish, fruit juice                                                      

and regular size jars of jelly to restock our cabinets.  

               We could also still use egg cartons for packaging eggs 

 

 

 Don’t Forget the Red Tent! 

The Red Tent Project has become even more important as we enter a 

period where funds for women's health and marginalized immigrant 

groups may be significantly cut back. Donating  woman's hygiene 

products to JUMP is a positive way we can show that we will continue 

to support those who will be facing increasingly difficult times. Look for the Red Tent 

in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings during the next few weeks as we renew our 

commitment to help in this way. Women's hygiene products may be placed in it on 

Sunday morning or at any time during the week in the Marvin Lounge. .   Let's make the 

Red Tent overflow to show our continued  love and support for all women.   

 

*  *  *  Opportunities To Volunteer & Donate *  *  *     



Heavenly Cents Thrift Store Hours                                                                                     

10 am - 3 pm  Tuesday & Wednesdays, 4 - 8 pm  Thursdays 

Come on in and find us on Facebook! 

Clean Out Your Closets & Bring Us Your Fall/Winter Donations!  

We are also looking for new volunteers! 

February 5th ~ Social Justice Committee 

The Mission’s Committee is creating a subcommittee to look at issues of advocacy that 

our church could make publicly to help spread Christ’s love and justice in our local 

community and express to the congregation our church’s emphasis to speak out for 

good.  This is a new venture and so we are starting slow with some intentional 

conversation about  both the process and types of issues to look at for action.  Their next 

meeting will be between services [yes, a short meeting!] on February 5th in the Marvin 

Lounge.  Everyone is welcome to come and or join this subcommittee.  Talk to Rev. 

Mark, Linda Lou Parker or someone from the Mission Committee for more information. 

 

February 5th ~ Super Bowl Subs 

Ready for the Big Game?  You'll need some sustenance, so how about 

supporting the church youth by ordering a Super Bowl Sub?  The 

package come with a bag of chips, a drink, and a piece of fruit.  The 

prices are very reasonable, and the youth have a great time putting together the 

sandwiches for you!  If you haven't already ordered in advance by the time you read this 

you can put in a walk-up order and we'll try to get it made.  The youth can also use 

donations of sliced turkey, sliced ham, lettuce, tomatoes, green peppers, and other 

fixings - please see the sign-up sheet for more details.  Thanks for your support!     

 

February 6th, 6pm ~ Pot Luck for Anyone Interested in the Thrift Store 

Many of us in the congregation, and a few community folks, have 

volunteered at the Thrift Shop for many years.  It is a vibrant ministry 

of the church.  Recently we have lost a few volunteers for many 

reasons and because of this, many who work there now are relatively 

new volunteers.  We would like to come together for a pot luck dinner  

to move forward.  We would like to get feedback and guidance from 

those who have been longtime volunteers.  Some areas to discuss are:  how can we 

communicate well to every volunteer when needed, how can we train new volunteers, 

would a new register counter serve us better, do we need to paint or rearrange the shop 

for better display of what is there, who will clean, Goodwill runs, etc. Please come and 

discuss the exciting opportunities for the shop!  All are welcome! 

*  *  *  SAVE THE DATES *  *  *     



February 12th ~ Join the Music Discussion                                                                            

Many of you love the music at First Church and for good reason; it is 

unbelievably good.  Under Catherine’s direction and with the talent and 

leadership of our many directors, we have six fantastic groups that offer 

glory to God and warmth to our hearts.  Catherine will be resigning at the end of May and 

we need to enter into a search process.  We need your input and help.  Would you prefer one 

person doing it all or two or does that matter?  Do you want our program to reach out into 

the community more intentionally or remain a group focused on our own worship?  HRC 

needs your input as they shape the position and job description.  Everyone is invited to meet 

Sunday, Feb 12th after each service or you can e-mail Rev. Mark your comments. 

 

February 18th, 5:30-7:30pm ~ Praise-a-Palooza: Soup and Songs of Praise                                                         

FCCEJ and Finally @ First are thrilled to again be hosting this fun evening for 

all ages, mark your calendars for Saturday night, February 18th for a soup dinner 

and great music welcoming area groups and our own Finally @ First! 

 

February 19th ~ Children, Youth & Outdoor Ministry Sunday 

Our children and youth will be leading worship on this day, as we celebrate God’s great 

outdoors!  All are encouraged to dress casual …jeans, maybe a pair of hiking shoes…you 

decide.  Wear what will help you celebrate nature and our connect to God’s creation.   

A special offering will also be taken on this day for Outdoor Ministries.  Funds collected 

will go to support Vermont Outdoor Ministry and the kids who attend our UCC week at 

Rock Point Camp in Burlington the week of July 30th – August 4th either by scholarship 

money or to help with supplies.  Funds can also support VT UCC kids by scholarship who 

will attend a week at Horton Center Camp, our UCC camp in Gorham, NH.     

 

March 11th ~ Cabin Fever Calcutta 

The Third Annual Cabin Fever Calcutta tickets are now available for 

those who want to reserve their ball number from last year. Your $125 

ticket supports the Jamaica Mission Trip and includes dinner for two as 

well as one Calcutta ball number. Make checks to FCCEJ with "Jamaica" in the memo.  

 

March 12th ~ Pretzel Sunday Sign Up to Volunteer with Laurie 

 
Vermont UCC Summer Outdoor Ministry Camp 

Rock Point Camp in Burlington, VT. 

July 30th –August 4th  for youth going into 5th - 8th grade 

To register for this camp go to Horton Center website. www.hortoncenter.org 

VT UCC OM is recruiting volunteer counselors!  Interested?  Contact Laurie! 



August 7th - 11th ~ Vacation Bible Camp 2017 
Hero Central:  Discover Youth Strength in God! 

Monday – Friday from 9am to 11:45am 

Recruiting leaders, volunteer adult & youth helpers! See Laurie 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK:   January 29th - February 4th    

TODAY: 10am  Worship Service / Sanctuary 

  11:30am  Annual Meeting / Sanctuary 

  1:00 - 2:00 pm  Brown Bag / Fellowship Hall   

  5:00 - 7:00 pm  Jr & Sr High Youth Group / Youth Lounge 

MONDAY:     9:15 - 11:30 am  Tai Chi / Fellowship Hall 

  12:00 noon Brown Bag /  Fellowship Hall 

  1:30 - 4:00 pm  Food Pantry Stocking / FH & Gym 

  5:30 - 6:45 pm  Yoga with Jonah / Gym 

  5:30 - 6:30 pm  Group Victory / 3rd Floor-5/6 Class  

  6:30 - 9:30 pm  Joe’s Big Band / Fellowship Hall 

TUESDAY:     8:30 - 10:00 am  Sermon Talk Back / Marvin Lounge 

  10:00 am - 3:00 pm  Heavenly Cents Thrift Store Open 

  12:00 noon Brown Bag /  Marvin Lounge 

WEDNESDAY: 9:15 - 11:30 am  Tai Chi / Fellowship Hall 

  10:00 am - 3:00 pm  Heavenly Cents Thrift Store Open 

  12:00 noon Brown Bag /  Fellowship Hall 

  5:30 - 7:00 pm  Finally @ First / Sanctuary 

  6:30 - 7:30 pm  Currier Bells / Gym 

  7:00 - 9:00 pm  Wednesday Night Searchers / Marvin Lounge 

  7:00 - 8:00 pm  Boy Scouts / Fellowship Hall  

THURSDAY:  8:30 - 11:30 pm  Essex Art League / Fellowship Hall 

  12:00 noon Brown Bag / Fellowship Hall 

  12:00 - 2:00 pm  JOY / Marvin Lounge 

  4:00 - 8:00 pm  Heavenly Cents Thrift Store Open 

  6:30 - 7:00 pm  Heavenly Harmony / Sanctuary 

  7:00 - 8:30 pm  Sanctuary Choir / Sanctuary  

  7:30 - 9:00 pm  Confirmation Class / Marvin Lounge 
FRIDAY: 12:00 noon Brown Bag /  Fellowship Hall 

  5:00 - 8:00 pm  Essex Eats Out Community Dinner / FH & Kitchen 

SATURDAY: 9:00am - 12:00pm Nepali Comm Worship & Meal / All Building  

  1:00 - 2:00 pm  Brown Bag / Fellowship Hall 
 



 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF ESSEX JUNCTION 

WARNING FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING 

Sunday, January 29, 2017 11:30 a.m. 

 

 

To the members of the First Congregational Church of Essex Junction, 

 

GREETINGS IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST: 

 

The annual meeting of the First Congregational Church of Essex Junction will be 

held in the Sanctuary of the Church, at 11:30 a.m. on Sunday, January 29, 2017 to 

take action upon the articles below. 

 

 

ARTICLE I: To hear and act upon the report of the Church Officers, 

Committees and Recognized Groups of the Church. 

 

ARTICLE II: To elect all Church Officers and Committee members required 

by the By-Laws of the Church and others as may be necessary. 

 

ARTICLE III: To act and vote upon the proposed budget for 2017. 

 

ARTICLE IV: Shall the members authorize the Finance Committee in 

conjunction with the Church Council President to borrow money 

and sign notes pledging the credit of the Church, if needed, to 

meet the current expenses of the Church? 

 

ARTICLE V: To transact any other business which may properly be brought 

before this Annual meeting. 

 

 

On behalf of the Church 

 

Andrea Sharp, Church Clerk 


